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PREFACE

TH1s work owes its origin to the suggestion of Mr. Mackinder
and its completion to his encouragement. The author, not
being a Geographer or Geologist by profession, as are the
distinguished writers of the Geographical series with whom
he has the honour to be associated, undertook the task with
much diffidence: he did so, however, in the hope that his
long personal acquaintance with the bulk of the countries
described would make amends for his lack of expert know-
ledge; and that the power, acquired by a life-long residence
in the East, of impartinga ‘local atmosphere’ to his descriptions
would atone for the many deficiencies which he is the first
to recognize.

The book has been written literally ‘in the intervals of
business’ and that of an absorbing character: but this
business has necessitated extended travel in China and the
neighbouring countries, and so facilitated the accumulation
of the needful knowledge of the regions described. The first
of such journeys was made in the year 1860, at the time
that Shanghai was invested by the Taipings; and led from
Ningpo up the Tsien-tang river through Nganhui, and so by
way of the famous potteries of Kingtehchen down the Poyang
lake to Kiukiang—the whole country traversed being the
scene of the great struggle then going on between the forces
of Hung-hsu-chuen and the Imperialists ; a long journey which
his acquaintance with the language, and the prestige that in
those days surrounded the Englishman in China, enabled him
to accomplish in safety. The present work might have been
more elaborate but for the author’s remoteness from the great
literary centres: yet possibly there is a compensation in this
respect, in that the book is not crowded with more matter than
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iv PREFACE

the average reader can digest ; although at the same time its
value as a work of reference is undoubtedly impaired. To
comprise in a handy volume a description of such a vast area
of the earth’s surface, and of such a series of countries and
peoples, has considerably taxed the author’s powers of com-
pression, and he trusts that the result, if not affording com-
plete satisfaction to the scientific inquirer, may yet prove
its worth as a useful vade-mecum to the traveller in the
Far East, and likewise as an epitome acceptable to the general
reader at home. He trusts that the book will be thus received,
and that its superficial treatment, as compared with the
wealth of detail and the plethora of accurate information
that distinguish the accompanying volumes of ‘The Regions
of the World,’ will not render it altogether unworthy of a place
in this valuable series.

The author has in the volume itself made his acknowledge-
ments to all the authorities consulted: he has further to
express his obligation to Dr. Morrison, the indefatigable
correspondent of the Times, for allowing him free access,
during his recent stay in Peking, to his valuable and truly
unique collection of books on China; to Major Ryder, R.E.,
for kindly revising the chapter on Tibet; and to his old
friend, Mr. Thos. W. Kingsmill of Shanghai, for revising the
ethnographic and antiquarian data, upon which subjects he
is, in China, the chief living authority.

ARCHIBALD LITTLE.

LUNGMENHAO (Dragon-gate Inlet),
CHUNGKING, CHINA.



EDITORTIAL NOTE

DuriNG Mr. Little’s absence in China, the proofs of this
book were kindly read for me by my colleague at the London
School of Economics, Mr. A. J. Sargent, to whom my thanks
are due. Mr. Little returned in time to see the last revise.

The maps and diagrams in the text have been prepared by
Mr. A. W. Andrews of the Diagram Company, to whom and
to Mr. J. G. Bartholomew, who executed the coloured maps,
my thanks are also due.

H.J. M.
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THE FAR EAST

CHAPTER 1

DEFINITION

THE portion of the earth’s surface comprised in this term
covers a vast extent of territory. Setting aside the Dutch
East Indies, a group of islands many of which are singly as
large as a European state, aggregating an area equal to that
of the European continent outside Russia; as well as the
Malay peninsula, which, attached to the mainland alone by
the narrow isthmus of Kra, may be treated as belonging
geographically, as it assuredly does ethnographically, to the
great Malay archipelago; we have the whole of Eastern Asia
outside of British India and Siberia for our theme. The
Philippine group should also rightly be included in the ‘Far
East,” but it is comprised in the Malay archipelago, and so is
technically beyond our limit. We include then in the defini-
tion, for the purpose of the present work, the continental
countries of China with its outlying dependencies, Siam and
Indo-China, together with the long string of islands in the
Pacific which make up the empire of Japan—being all the
countries commonly understood in the term ¢ Far East.?

The varying scales on which the maps in our atlases are
drawn render them utterly deceptive as far as comparative
areas are concerned, and an atlas of the world on one and that
a fairly large scale is a desideratum for which we shall prob-
ably have long to wait. Occasionally an inset map of the
British Isles is added to maps of Asiatic lands and forms
a welcome basis of comparison. When we see Great Britain
and Ireland superimposed and enclosed in the one island of
Borneo, or the whole of France included in the one Chinese
province of Szechuan, untravelled readers are enabled to grasp
the idea that Asia covers four and a half times the area of

FAR EAST B



2 THE FAR EAST

Europe, and that the Chinese Empire is nearly half as large
again as the United States excluding Alaska. Yet Europe
looms in our minds greater than Asia; not that the soil of Asia
is less productive of all the fruits of the earth that go to supply
the needs of humanity infood and clothing ; on the contrary, it
is infinitely more so, but it fails in its production of men!. Man
being the highest product, to which all other products are
purely subsidiary, rightly takes the first place in our estimates
of comparative value, and man in his highest present develop-

FI1G. 1.—Europe superimposed on China.

ment is only to be found in Europe and in the countries
colonized and now inhabited, almost exclusively, by men of
European descent. The teeming millions of tropical and sub-
tropical Asia are little more than hewers of wood and drawers
of water to the Europeans with whom they come in contact.
Thus their vast territory and countless numbers fail to out-
weigh in the world’s scale the limited area and restricted popu-
lation of our own continent, inferior as it is in natural resources ;

! The epoch-making war between Russia and Japan, which has broken out

since this book was written, renders this statement true of the Asiatic
Continent only.



DEFINITION 3

and so, in one sense, our atlases are not so misleading after all :
they fairly represent, from the point of view of the relative
value of the humanity produced, the relative values of the areas
they depict.

The most valuable, the most important, as well as the most
interesting portion of the Far East is the great empire of China
—aworld in itself, and during several millennia a world to itself,
TiEN Hia, literally ‘ under Heaven,’ the only term by which
the Chinese designate the world, means, to the Chinese, the
Chinese Empire. This marvellous people, until the time when

FIG. 2.—Europe. Comparative to area of China proper.

Western nations broke in upon their seclusion, only knew the
world as China fringed round by a few semi-barbarous countries,
all of which paid not unwilling homage to the Son of Heaven.
Nepaul, whose northern frontier marches with the Chinese
dependency of Tibet and which may be accepted as represen-
tative of Hindustan, continues to-day to send tribute to Peking ;
as did Burma until she came under British rule in 1885, and
Cochin-China and Annam, annexed by France respectively in
1863 and 1878. Tibet, Chinese Turkestan, Mongolia, and
Manchuria are all under Chinese rule ; the latter country alone,
B 2



4 THE FAR EAST

since the conquest of China by the Manchus in 1644, having
changed places, given a Manchu dynasty to China and made
itself supreme over the whole empire. Mountains and deserts,
in ancient times impassable, hemmed China in on the north and
west, while the Pacific Ocean formed a shoreless sea out of which
the sun daily emerged in the east. On the only other open side
another impassable sea, bounded by the fiery south, formed the
frontier of the ‘world,” guarded by death-dealing typhoons
and studded with cannibal islands. The only remaining border
country, Siam, was covered in ancient times with an impene-
trable jungle, sparsely inhabited by wild beasts and by men,
the ancestors of the present semi-barbarous Shans, and cut off
from China proper by malarious lowlands, which the Chinese
reckon fatal to cross even at the present day. Hence the Far
East is properly defined as China with a fringe of half-developed
countries on its southern border, and with the islands of Japan,
including Formosa, in its eastern sea. The Japanese, in the
Middle Ages, were known to the Chinese only as a nation of sea
pirates who from time to time ravaged their coasts; an attempt
to conquer them was made in the thirteenth century, by the
Mongol dynasty under Kublai Khan, which then held sway in
China. This attempted conquest resulted in an utter defeat of
the Mongols and in the sealing up of Japan, by its own initiative,
from all intercourse with the outside world. Corea, after being
a bone of contention to the two countries during the thirteenth
and the fourteenth centuries, eventually settled down under
Chinese protection, retaining its independence subject to a
nominal tribute to China, until the Japanese war of 1895 resulted
in its establishment as a self-contained separate empire. The
Liuchiu islands occupied the last place 'in the fringe of
countries to the eastward, their independence being safe-
guarded by paying tribute to both China and Japan; until
recently, on the rise of Japan to a world power, they were
made to cut off their connexion with China and forced into
direct annexation to the Japanese Empire. Thus the ‘Far
East ’ is composed of China and her whilom dependencies plus
the empire of Japan, including its recent annexations.

The high Tibetan plateau, with an average altitude of sixteen
thousand feet above the sea, slopes eastwards into the Pacific
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DEFINITION 5

Ocean and the Far East lies on this slope, forming one of the
great peripheral regions that depend from the vast highlands in
its centre that go to form the nexus of the great Asiatic con-
tinent; theculminating highland, the Pamirs, being well named
by the natives of India ‘the roof of the world.’ The high
Tibetan plateau falls to the sea in a series of steps, each of the
earlier steps buttressed by lofty snow ranges traversable only by
difficult bleak passes; its northern boundary is the Kwenlun
range, with the Altyn-tagh, which form its buttresses from the
Tarim valley—a depression believed to have once been an inlet
of the Arctic Sea; while to the south it is buttressed by the
ranges, so far unnamed as a whole, which bound the lower in-
habited plateau of Tibet, of which Lhasa is the capital, on the
north. This first step, running roughly between the thirtieth and
thirty-first parallels of latitude, leads down into a comparatively
fertile region, twelve to thirteen thousand feet in altitude, and
a region blessed with a healthy temperate climate. Farther
to the east, this step winds round until it touches the western
borders of China proper, where we find a similar temperate
plateau of like elevation, before we descend by the next step
into the sub-tropical region of the integral Chinese province of
Szechuan, one to two thousand feet above sea-level. To the
south of Szechuan, the step is less steep. After crossing the
ravines of the four great rivers of Eastern Asia which take their
rise in the high plateau—two, the Salwin and the Mékong,
flowing south into the Bay of Bengal and the China Sea ; one,
the Yangtse, flowing, first south, in company with the other
two down to latitude 26°, and then north and east across China
into the Pacific at Shanghai; the fourth, the Yellow River,
which, with its source not far distant from that of the Yangtse,
flows, after making its great ¢ Ordos ’ loop north into Mongolia,
due east, through North China, into the Yellow Sea—this last
step dips below and is merged in the delta sloping into and
beneath this shallow sea, now rapidly silting up before our eyes
with the detritus ceaselessly accumulated from the turbid floods
of China’s two great rivers. These two mighty streams testify
in their nomenclature to the isolation of thought of the Chinese
geographers : they are known simply as the K1axc and the Ho,
—the STROM and the FLuss—the two rivers of the world par
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excellence, and around them centred the whole development of
the human race as known to the Chinese, pending the slow
advance of the ancient LiMiN—the black-haired, or, as the
etymology of the  character > L1 would seem rather to indicate,
the race of ploughmen—along their banks : a steady advance
from the land now known as Turkestan, begun, in all probability,
some three thousand years or more before the Christian era.

F1G. 3.—The Far East.

The other two great rivers of Eastern Asia, the Salwin and
the Mékong, were totally unknown to the ancient Chinese;
they were practically discovered by the modern Chinese quite
recently, in the period of the actual reigning dynasty, the
TATSING, at the time of the ‘expansion’ under the great
emperors KANGHI and KIEN-LUNG, in the eighteenth century.
The rivers of the north, the AMUR and the SUNGARI, may equally
be said to have been ° discovered ’ at the same period. .



DEFINITION 7

The last, and the least, of the five great East Asiatic rivers
whose basins are embraced in our purview, is the MENAM, the
river which, taking its rise to the south of the West-China
plateau, has formed the delta of which Bangkok is the centre,
and so given rise to the kingdom of Siam. Thus the Chinese
Empire with its peripheral dependencies, Siam and Annam,
the outlying peninsula of Corea, and the island empire of Japan
in the extreme East, together form the subject of our present
study.



CHAPTER 11

THE CENTRAL KINGDOM : CHINA

WHEN China is spoken of, that portion known as the ¢ Eigh-
teen Provinces?,” and inhabited by the pure Chinese race, is
usually understood. This, the integral part of the Chinese
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FIG. 4—Area of China and the British Isles.
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Empire, and so called ‘ China proper,’ extends from Hainan and
Canton in the tropical south to Peking and the ‘Great Wall’ in the
frozen north ; from the wide alluvial delta round Shanghai on the
Pacific Ocean in the east to Szechuan and Yunnan, embracing

! The Chinese still speak of China colloquially as the ¢ Eighteen Provinces’
(Shih-pa shéng), but recently Manchuria and Turkestan have both been
directly incorporated : —the former as the ‘ Tung san shéng’ or Three
Eastern Provinces, the latter as the Shin Kiang or ¢ New Dominion.” Thus
China is now officially known as the ‘Er-shih er shéng’ or Twenty-two
Provinces.
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THE CENTRAL KINGDOM: CHINA 9

the high border-land of Tibet in the west—an area of one and
a half million square miles, or seventeen times that of the island
of Britain, inhabited by a population estimated at ten times the
number of the inhabitants of our own country. But beyond and
surrounding this central region, lie the outlying dependencies—
Manchuria, Mongolia, Turkestan, and Tibet, togetheraggregating
double the area of China proper, to which (except in proportion)
they bear much the same relation as do our own colonies and
dependencies to their mother country : indeed, the affinity in
the relation of China to her dependencies and that of Britain
to her colonies is very marked when compared with those of
other European countries to their colonies—in the one bottom
fact that neither derives any direct pecuniary benefit from the
relation ; the obligation, if any, being on the side of the depen-
dency fostered and protected at the expense of the parent
country. We shall find other and more striking analogies
when we come to describe these countries in detail and the
mode of their acquisition by China and present retention, as
well as their actual condition. These colonies and dependencies,
which encircle China on the land side, comprising mainly snow-
clad mountains and half-desert plateaux, shut China off from
the rest of the world as effectually as did the Pacific Ocean on
the other side. On the north of the uniformly fertile and
mainly sub-tropical region of China proper, we find Mongolia,
a grass-covered plateau of about four thousand feet in altitude,
but subsiding to the west, where it unites with the arid regions
of Central Asia, into an actual desert with a fall in altitude to
about one thousand feet only above sea-level. Continuing
round the frontier and advancing southwards, we come next
to the triangle-shaped Ili valley, better known by its capital
city Kulja. This Ili valley is separated from the Mongolian
plain, or as it is here called by the Chinese, the Shamo or Sand-
dust desert, by the Bogdo mountains, a steep lofty range rising
to twelve and fourteen thousand feet, crossing which we descend
to Kulja on the Ili river at two thousand feet above sea-level.
Continuing our survey south, we find the small Ili valley
bounded in that direction by the lofty range of the Tien-shan
or Celestial Mountains, which form an effectual water-parting
between it and the Tarim valley—our next southern step.



10 THE FAR EAST

These Celestial Mountains, the Tien-shan, which extend with
their great height and steep flanks, like a wall, for nearly fifteen
hundred miles from the Pamirs in the west to the Mongolian
plateau in the east, attain their greatest height almost imme-
diately to the south of the town of Kulja ; they are here crossed
by the Musart pass leading down into the Tarim valley, close
to, and to the east of, the Peak of Tengri, twenty-four thousand
feet in height. This range of the Tien-shan is the prototype of
the numerous minor folds which, taking their rise in the Tibetan
plateau, traverse the peripheral region of China proper in
a WSW. and ENE. direction ; all lofty, all with steep flanks,
many with summits rising into the region of perpetual snow,
and well named by the Chinese ‘ Walls’ or ¢ Azure Wall range,’
from their wall-like aspect, confirmed in their long-drawn-out,
continuous horizontal lines; the difficulty of crossing them
completing the analogy. The Chinese have, from time imme-
morial, possessed two roads, and two only, connecting them
with the west, with Turkestan and Central Asia, known as the
north and south roads. The north road, called ¢ Tien-shan-peh-
lu,” i.e. the ‘ road north of the Tien range,” and the more easily
traversed, leaves China proper by the province of Kansu, passes
out by the town of Hami and thence down the Ili river valley,
past Kulja, and so into the Turkestan plain and the regions to
the east of the Aral Sea. The second road is the ¢ Tien-shan-
nan-lu,’ i.e. the ‘road south of the Tien range,’ leading through
the basin of the Tarim, along the banks of which it passes: we
leave this basin by crossing the Tien range to the north, but
our path now turns southwards. As Kulja is, coming from
China, the immediate objective of the Ili or north road, so
Kashgar and Yarkand are the objective points of the Tarim or
south road : continuing beyond Kashgar, this road leads across
the high passes of the Pamirs to Bokhara, Khiva, and the Trans-
caspian. The Ili and Tarim rivers, along whose valleys respec-
tively these two main roads pass, flow in parallel lines but in
opposite directions, the Ili flowing west and finding its outlet
in Lake Balkash in Russian territory ; the Tarim flowing east
until it is lost in the sands and swamps of Lob-nor, a lake
situated near the eastern edge of the Tarim basin whose
drainage it receives, and at the foot of the lofty Altyn range,
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which walls in the basin on the south. This and the Kwenlun
range, its western extension, form the northern buttresses of
the great Tibetan plateau, up on to which our rough delineation
of the Chinese frontier now carries us in our southward pro-
gress. Thus, crossing Tibet, we descend—in the west, through
the Himalayas to Kashmir, Nepaul, and British India; and in
the east, to Assam and Burma, which country is coterminous
with the western frontier of the Chinese province of Yunnan
in China proper. A third road, now little used, is described in
Chapter XII; this leads along the south edge of the Tarim
sand-waste, at the foot of the Kwenlun mountains.

Along the greater portion of its land frontier the Chinese
Empire is bounded by that of Russia: in the east by the
maritime province of Primorsk, better known by the name of
its capital, Vladivostock, and which was annexed by Mouravieff
from China as recently as 1860 : in the extreme north-east,
by the Amur region to the north of Manchuria : in the north
by the Trans-Baikal to the north of Mongolia, then by the
¢ government ’ of Irkutsk, on the opposite or western shore of
Lake Baikal: on the north-west and west by the Russian
‘governments’ of Tomsk and Semipalatinsk, which latter
divides the depression of Lake Balkash with the recently
annexed government of Semirechinsk: then, in the extreme
west by the Pamirs, the lofty nexus of the Asiatic continent, .
the area of which is now, according to the recent delimita-
tions, shared between the three great empires of China, Russia,
and Great Britain. Coming round to the south-west frontier,
across the wall of the Himalayas and their offshoots, the Chinese
Empire has British India for its boundary ; and farther east,
Burma up to the banks of the Mékong, where we meet the
French possessions of Indo-China—Annam and Tongking,—and
east of which again, and south of the Chinese provinces of
Kwangsi and Kwangtung (Canton), the Pacific Ocean marks
the boundary: from here on, following up the coast-line, east
and north, for a distance of eighteen hundred miles, we arrive
once more at our starting-point on the borders of the Corean
peninsula.

Roughly, omitting inequalities in both coast- and land-lines,
the circumference of the Chinese Empire may be taken as
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8,000 miles, of which the Russian frontier of 3,600 miles forms
about one-half; the British frontier of 1,800 miles, one-fourth ;
and the coast-line, another 1,800 miles, the remaining fourth.
The other land frontiers, of less importance geographically, but
possibly of greater politically, not included in this enumeration
are :—the line of neutral ground bordering the Corean peninsula
where it is attached to the Manchurian provinces of Kirin and
Liaotung, and the northern boundary of Tongking to the south
of the provinces of Yunnan and Kwangsi, each about 250 miles
inlength. China’s object, ever since her final assimilation of the
eighteen provinces proper in the sixteenth century of our era,
has been to surround herself with dependent buffer states—an
object most persistently pursued by the powerful early emperors
of the present dynasty in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, and still spasmodically pursued by their feeble successors
in the nineteenth. These buffer states, of no value financially,
but practically impassable before the advent of railways, still
cover more than double the area of China proper, although
largely curtailed during the past century by the encroachments
of Russia in the north and west, and in the south by those of
France. The store that the present decrepit rulers of the
empire still set by these barren dependencies is seen in the
exertions put forth for the reconquest of Kashgaria and western

- Yunnan in the seventies, by the retrocession then obtained from

Russia of a portion of the Ili basin, and by the not wholly un-
successful war with France for the recovery of Tongking in the
eighties. That the maritime frontier is still more open to
attack is a lesson only recently learned by the Chinese, who
have been disappointed in discovering that the ocean is no
longer an impenetrable buffer of safety : indeed, the fact that
the ocean is a highway and not a barrier—an open door rather
than a ‘moat defensive ’—has only in modern times reached
the status of an axiom in Europe.

Resuming our study of the geography of the ‘Far East’
outside of the limits of the Chinese Empire, we have in Siam
a small kingdom embracing, in the north, a portion of the foot-
hills of the Tibeto-Yunnan plateau, in which its principal river,
the Menam, takes its rise, and by its delta, projected into the
gulf of Siam, has produced the rich rice lands round Bangkok,
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the capital, which form the mainstay of the Siamese kingdom
and the chief support of its population and trade. Enclosed
on the north and west by the frontiers of British Burma, from
which it is divided—in the north by the river Salwin and for
a long stretch south by the steep range to the east of Moulmein
and Tenasserim : and again to the north and on the east by the
French Annamese possessions, where, by the recent Anglo-
French Convention, the river Mékong now forms the boundary
on this side, less a neutral ground, practically French, on the
western side of its valley—the kingdom of Siam is now restricted
to the basin of its one river, the Menam, plus a long narrow
prolongation south, past the isthmus of Kra, down into the
Malay peninsula as far as the British possession of Penang. The
southern boundary of the kingdom, otherwise, is formed to
the west by the waters of the gulf of Siam, and to the east by
the French-protected kingdom of Cambodia. The area thus
enclosed, omitting the above-mentioned peninsular extension—
which, sparsely populated by semi-independent Malay tribes,
possesses no political importance—forms a rough square, with a
circumference of about 1,500 miles. Measuring from Chantabun,
on the Cambodian frontier, in the south, to the Laos states of
Zimme and Chieng-hai in the north, the distance is about four
hundred miles, with an east to west diameter averaging about
three hundred. Siam, together with the mountain ridge of
Annam to the east and the Mékong-formed delta of Lower
Cochin-China to the south, forms a peninsula jutting into the
China Sea and one of the main peripheral extensions of the great
Tibetan Central Asiatic plateau. Incidentally we may note the
connexion of Siam with China in the etymology of its name :
Siam is only a dialectical variety of the Chinese word ¢ Shan —
mountain,—the word Siamese, applied to the direct subjects
of the king of Siam, and the word Shans, applied to the semi-
independent tribes that people the mountains and jungles
through which pass the ill-defined boundaries of China, Burma,
Siam, and Annam, being practically identical. Although Shan
means ‘mountain’ in Chinese, yet this meaning is not believed
to apply to the name ‘Shan.’ The origin of the name is
unknown, nor is it used by the people themselves ; the designa-
tion originates with the Burmese, who so denominated these
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immigrants from across the Chinese border. The term ¢ Laos’
would appear to denote the aboriginal inhabitants driven north-
wards by the Malay invaders from the south.

Crossing the Mékong eastwards we land in the third of our
‘Far East ’ countries—Annam, or, as it should be spelt, after
the analogy of its neighbour, Yunnan—¢ Annan *—the  Peace-
ful South,’ together with its northern extension, Tongking, the
‘Eastern Capital,’ the Chinese words being the same as those
which in Japan spell ¢ Tokio.’

Annam, commonly known in Europe as ¢ Cochin-China,” was,
until the French advanced their frontier to the Cis-Mékong,
virtually confined to the narrow mountain range which walls
in Siam and the Menam and Mékong valleys, both of which were
originally comprised in the latter kingdom, from the Pacific
Ocean. Annam is thus little more than a narrow strip of moun-
tain land, not a hundred miles in width, but with a coast-line
extending north and south of nearly eight hundred miles, with
its capital and the sand-barred port, Hué, in its centre. This
mountain ridge effectually shuts off the valley of the Mékong
lying behind it from the sea, into which the great river even-
tually finds its outlet to the south of this barrier, where it has
formed the rich rice delta of Lower Cochin China with Saigon for
itscapital. At its upper or northern end the range swerves to the
west, inland, and so has left an opening through which a portion
of the drainage of the Yunnan plateau is enabled to flow direct
to the China Sea ; and the water thus escaping has deposited
in the north the correspondingly rich delta of the Red River of
Tongking. Annam has thus, with its long impassable coast
barrier of comparatively unproductive mountains, led to the
establishment of two rich delta-countries upon its extremities.
These two deltas, Tongking in the north, Cochin-China in the
south, linked together by Annam in the centre, stand now all
united in the French Empire of Indo-China, the area of the
whole with the recent annexations being 360,000 square miles,
or about double that of Siam, its neighbour on the west.

Corea, another of the whilom dependencies of China, but,
since 1895, an independent ‘ empire,” comes next on our list.
This, the Hermit Kingdom as it used to be called, lies between
the Yellow Sea of China on the west and the Sea of Japan on the



, THE CENTRAL KINGDOM: CHINA 15
\

east and distant from either country about one hundred miles
to the nearest point of the opposite shores :—the province of
Shantung in China and that of Kiushiu in Japan. But the
Hermit Kingdom, though insular in character, owing to the
wild and difficult roadless country through which alone it can
be approached by land, is actually another of the Asiatic peri-
pheral countries, the last on the circuit until, in the extreme
north, is reached the peninsula of Kamschatka on the Behring
Sea. Corea is attached to the main mass of the Asiatic con-
tinent by the isthmus of Phyengyang-Gensan (Port Lazareff),
100 miles in width, its northern boundary, where it joins on to
the Chinese kingdom of Manchuria, to the south of the snowy
range of the Chang-pei-shan—the ‘long white mountain’—in
the north and east; while its north-west frontier is defined
by the Yalu river. This feeble little country, which has
proved so great a bone of contention amongst her three big
neighbours—Russia, China, and Japan—extends north and
south about 550 miles, with a width varying from 100 to 150
miles, giving an area of 80,000 square miles. The country is
mostly mountainous, the highest elevation being on its eastern
border, where a ridge with an altitude of about 4,000
feet falls abruptly into the deep waters of the Pacific. On the
opposite side of this ridge the country slopes more or less gradu-
ally westwards into the shoals and mud-flats that form the
western coast-line along the Yellow Sea. As in the island of
Formosa, 500 miles to the south, which is similarly constructed,
the drainage is necessarily to the west and on the easier slope
of the mountain ‘backbone, whereon lies the main watershed :
while, east of the water-parting, we have, in both cases, little
more than a steep wall rising straight out of the ocean depths.
Even on the western side, the rivers are short, steep, and rapid,
and yield only shallow bar harbours to navigation. But Corea,
unlike Formosa, possesses at least one fine harbour in her coast
barrier—that of Port Lazareff in the north ; while the more
gentle southern coast owns—facing Japan— the attractive ports
of Masampo and Fusan. ’

Last in order, but to-day the greatest in importance, comes
the island empire of Japan—a string of islands lying in the
Pacific immediately to the east of the great Chinese Empire, and
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aggregating, including the recently acquired island of Formosa
and the Liuchiu archipelago, an area of 165,000 square miles—
just one twenty-seventh of that of her mighty neighbour.
The island group that goes to make up the empire of Japan
extends from Formosa, with its southern extremity dipping
into the tropics, to Yezo, renamed Hokkaido, and the Kuriles
reaching up to the foot of the Kamschatka peninsula in latitude
50° north—a ‘string of pearls’ fringing the main Asiatic con-
tinent in a south-west and north-east direction, now at last
brought into the complete possession of the Mikado’s empire,
. from the Philippines in the south to the con-
i fines of Behring Sea in the north. The islands,
over four thousand in number, form a con-
4 - tinuous chain of mountain peaks, not im-
probably the surviving summits of an ancient
\ continent now submerged. The chain through-
out has been the scene of great volcanic energy,
and still comprises active volcanoes which ex-
tend in an almost unbroken line yet farther
north into the mainland in Kamschatka. The
rivers are small and short, mostly falling in un-
navigable rapids direct from the high central
) backbones of the islands into the sea—occasion-
ally yielding small but rich rice deltas; more
often embanked above the level of the narrow
A lowlands traversed by them in their downward
. course from the mountains behind. The agri-
i cultural wealth of the ground is small when
\ compared with that of the vast plains and culti-
. vable mountains of the mainland opposite,
PI;IG-. 5 The  but the energy of the people, favoured by
mpireof]apan.  , Jess relaxing climate than is that of Middle
and South China, more than compensates the inhabitants
for their inferiority in natural resources. China and Japan
exhibit scenery of exceptionally picturesque outline and colour-
ing, that of China being naturally on a more imposing scale ;
while Japan affords the more exquisite variety of detail.
The above is a general outline of the physical geography of
China and of the buffer states still under her control : the once
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dependent tributary states of Burma, Siam, and Annam com-
plete the circle; and these again, with the addition of the
independent empires of Corea and Japan, but with the omission
of Burma, now forming an integral ‘portion of British India,
complete our definition of the ‘ Far East.” It remains, in this
chapter, to add a summary of the figures dealing with their
political geography.

z u - £ K] o g <2
P % fex | T EE | 2sE
2 £ Edv E&y E3 e
! & a8 ] 78 §33
3 g | & K2 g Age
-~ o o ©
Chira proper :—- 18@42| 97@ 122 1,350,000 | 1,500 {t. | 380,000,000 | 280
Yellow R. Valley 4@41| 95@119 390,000 | 2,000 ,, | 95,000,000 | 243
Yangtse R. Valley 25@34| 90@122 570,00 | 1,500 ,, 190,000,000 333
West R. Valley 22@25| 106 @114 200,000 | 1,000 ,, | 40,000,000 200
Chekiang and Fukien | 24@ 31| 116 @ 122 76,000| 1,500, | 33,000,000 421
Chihli and Kou-wai |37@ 42| 112 @ 118 104,000 | 1,000, | 22,000,000 | 163
Chinese Depencent
States :—
Mongolia 8@53| 82@1325 1,288,000 5,000, | 2,000,000 1}
Manchuria 19@54|117@ 135 362,000 | 1,000,, ! 18,000,000 50
Turkestan w. Dsun- i
garia 37@46| 74@ 98 580,000 3,000, ' 1,000,000 2
Tibet 27@38| 79@ 101 651,000 | 13,000 ,, 6,000,000 10
Chinese Protected
States(formerly) :—
Corea 34@ 42| 125 @129 80,000 | 1,000,, | 12,000,000; 150
Nepaul 26@30| 8c@ 88 50,000 | 5,000 ,, 4,000,000 | 8o
Burma, excluding
Tenasserim  and
including Shan
country 16@ 28| 92@ 100 168,000 700 ,, | 10,000,000 51
Siam, excluding strip
in Malay peninsula | 12@ 20| 97 @ 105 180,000 600 ,, 5,000,000 28
French Indo-China 9@22| 100 @ 109 360,000| 1,5c0,, | 17,000,000 47
Japan 21@ 51| 120@ 151 162,000 | 2,000,, | 45,000,000 280
COMPARISONS.
Great Britain 50@59| 2E. to6W. 88,000 300 ,, | 40,000,000 455
British Empire — — 11,000,000 —_ 400,000,000 37
Russian Empire 38@80| 19@145 8,660,000 200 ,, | 130,000,000 15
Chinese Empire 22@53| 74@ 125 4,200,000 | 3,000 ,, | 420,000,000 I00
United States, exclud
ing Alaska 26@49| 73@125 W. | 3,000,000 500 ,, | 75,000,000 25

Average area of the 18 provinces composing China proper, 75,000 square miles.

Average area of the 48 states composing U.S.A. (excluding Alaska and District of Columbia),
62,000 square miles.

Average population of the 18 provinces of China, 21,000,000.

Average population of the 48 states of U.S.A., 1,570,000.
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CHAPTER III
THE NORTHERN BASIN. THE YELLOW RIVER.

FroM the general outline given in the preceding chapter, we
will now turn our particular attention to the chief country of
the series—the Central Kingdom of China proper. °‘Chung

SOUTH-EAST ASI,
RIVER BASINS.

F1G. 8.—South-east Asia. River Basins.

Kwo,’ or the ‘Central Kingdom,” is the name by which the

Chinese people have designated their country from the days

when their empire was confined to a few settlements along the

banks of the Wei and Yellow rivers in the north. Surveying
c2
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the Central Kingdom as it exists in the eighteen provinces of
to-day, we find it comprised in three river basins : that of the
‘Ho’ or Yellow River in the north, that of the ¢ Kiang’ or
Yangtse River in the centre, and that of the West River, the
river of Canton—the branch that flows past the city being
known as the Pearl River—in the south. The three great
rivers that drain these basins all take their rise on the east side
of the Tibetan plateau—for, even in the case of the West River,
the province of Yunnan, whence it flows, is but an eastern pro-
longation of this same plateau—and pursue their courses,
practically due east, in parallel valleys to the Pacific Ocean,
and the northernmost of these three valley-basins formed the
original home of Chinese civilization in China proper. The
Chinese are the aboriginal inhabitants of China with a
physical, mental and (lower) nervous organization all their own,
and little more can be said about them. The historical period
does not commence in China until the eighth century B.c.,
at which period the empire was held by the Chows: this
dynasty goes back to the semi-historical period of its founder,
Wu Wang, the ¢ Martial Prince,” who acceded to the Prin-
cipality of Chow, as suzerain of the feudal kingdoms into
which China was then divided, in the year 1122 B.C. The
Martial Prince was descended from Wen Wang, the ¢ Literary
Prince,” or—the title by which he was known in his lifetime —
¢ The Chief of the West.” Father and son together put an end
to the preceding cruel despotism of the Yin dynasty, and
it is with this dynasty of Chow that authentic Chinese history
first begins. All previous is purely traditional.

Yet tradition, as collated by the Chinese historians of the
Han dynasty, seems to show that the superior order and
civilization introduced by the Chows—notably by Chow
Kung, younger brother of the Martial Prince—was derived
from immigrant ancestors from the West, who entered China
by the road of the Tarim. Whether these were an Aryan
tribe from Bactria and the slopes of the Hindu-Kush, as some
suppose, it is impossible to say. Still there is reason to
believe that the aboriginal Chinese race, of whom the semi-
independent Miaotse in Kweichow and elsewhere are a
surviving remnant, did receive an infusion of culture from the
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West, such as the old stock of the English folk received from
the Norman invaders of England. As with the latter, so in
- China, the invaders were gradually absorbed in the aboriginal
race, which was the more numerous and persistent. Except
in dress and language there is little to-day to distinguish the
Miaotse from their Chinese neighbours. Their features are
similar, of a like so-called Mongolian type, with small, deli-
cately formed hands and feet, and the commonly occurrent
small mouth with the ¢Cupid’s bow’ upper lip, the black wiry
hair and beardless face.- The old Chinese type is extra-
ordinarily persistent, and this is seen in the mixed offspring
of Europeans and Chinese to-day, in which the Chinese type
persists even to the quadroon of the second generation. The
immigrants, whom for want of better knowledge we may call
the Chows, conquered the Chinese and taught them the arts
they had brought from the West, but gradually lost their own
individuality. In the same way the numerous ¢Tartar’
invaders, who gave North China an intermittent succession
of ¢ Tartar’ dynasties from the fifth century onwards, became
equally absorbed by the Chinese. The resultant strong infusion
of ¢Tartar’ blood is evidenced in the north, both in the
language and in the superior physique and stature of the
northerners. The southerners are of purer Chinese type, and
this fact is confirmed in their language to-day, the so-called
Cantonese dialect being undoubtedly a survival of the ancient
language of the country. The Tarim valley, even in historical
times, nourished a considerable population in comparison with
its present scattered inhabitants, as is shown in the remains
of ancient cities dating from the ninth to twelfth century of
our era, unearthed in what is now the howling wilderness of the
Takla-makan desert. Thence along the depression in which
lie the modern cities of Sining and Lanchow, by a road leading
through the present Chinese province of Kansu, their path to
the Wei would lead the immigrants to the upper course of the
Yellow River, but here only to cross it at right angles where it
washes the walls of the present Kansu capital, Lanchow, and not
to meet it again until, after traversing the whole extent of the
valley of the Wei, they came to the point where the two rivers
finally unite in the pass of Tungkwan: thence onward their course
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lay continuously in the Yellow River valley until they reached
the Yellow Sea. The Wei river, which has its source in Southern
Kansu, about 250 miles to the west of its outlet into the Yellow
River at Tungkwan in Shensi, flows past the capital, Si-an
(Si-ngan), along the foot of the Pe-ling (i.e. Northern Range), the
two forming one channel in a direct line from Kansu to the sea:
for the Yellow River coming from the north after forming the
eastern boundary of the Ordos desert meets the Wei at right
angles, and in this, its great northern loop, is of little or no value
to navigation, while the Wei and the Yellow River below this
point together form a main artery of trade. The Pe-ling, with
its eastern extension the Tsing-ling—itself practically an eastern
extension of the Kwenlun range—marks the water-parting
between the Yellow River and the Yangtse basins, the sub-
aerially formed loess lands of the northern and the sedimentary
rocks and sub-aqueous deposits of the centre region. By this
barrier, at a time when its mountains were closed by impene-
trable forests, the Chows were withheld from penetrating
southwards, while the open prairie land of the Shensi loess
plateau invited them eastwards away from the more arid and,
from its greater elevation, chilly region of Kansu. Thence
later, leaving the mountainous region of the present province of
Shansi on their left hand, they continued their eastern advance
down the Yellow River into the plains of Honan, until turning
north they found these again merged in the old marine estuary
now known as the great plain of Chihli : crossing these plains
and extending their march eastwards, they reached the hilly
region of modern Shantung, the detached mountain peninsula
that juts out into the Yellow Sea between two wide alluvial
plains on either side—that of Chihli on the north, and that of
the ¢ Hwai’ region, the modern North Kiangsu, or, as it is
commonly called, ‘Kiang-peh,” ‘North of the Kiang,” on the
south. Passing from the swamps of the ever-changing Yellow
River, which, after it leaves the neighbourhood of Kaifeng, the
capital of the Honan province, has, in historical times, con-
stantly fluctuated in its course thence to the sea,—finding its
outlet at times tothe north, at times to the south of the Shantung
promontory, and in its wanderings leaving behind it widz
areas of swamps and shallow lakes and ill-defined creeks, —
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they advanced until they reached the highlands of modern
Shantung. Here they found a country of gentle uplands
(stretching away from the central nexus of the famous Tai-shan
—the ‘ exalted * mountain—though barely exceeding 5,000 feet
in height) and fertile valleys and a more bracing and sea-
tempered air ; in short, more equable and temperate climatic
conditions than any they had yet experienced, and forming
a strong and pleasing contrast to the violent extremes of heat
and cold that distinguish the implacable regions of Central
Asia—their original home. To these favouring conditions we
may well attribute the fact that here in the hills of Shantung the
peculiar civilization of the Chinese attained its highest develop-
ment, and produced, in the seventh and sixth centuries before
our era, a school of philosophers worthy to rank with their
contemporaries in the West—in India and in Greece. It seems
a marvellous coincidence that three advanced schools of elevated
human thought should have thus arisen at the same period in
three distinct centres totally independent of each other ; schools
which fixed the type of the three great civilizations of the
world—the Chinese, the Indian, and the Greek, this latter the
foundation upon which rests the modern civilization of Europe
and the West.

If we adopt the Yellow River valley as the type and definition
of North China, as is the Yangtse valley that of the centre of
the ‘Central Kingdom’ as it now stands, it will be found to
comprise just six of the eighteen provinces of China proper—
Kansu, Shensi, Shansi, Chihli, Honan, and Shantung. These six
provinces are distinct from the rest of China in their climate, food
production, and in the character and mode of life of their inhabi-
tants. North of the dividing range rice cultivation ceases. and
although imported rice is here still the favourite diet of the
rich, the masses live on wheat and millet !, chiefly the latter.
These Northern Chinese, though a slow-moving, are a sturdy
race and, while essentially of the same type, present a great
contrast in physique to their effeminate neighbours to the
south of the line. The configuration of North China with its

! Shu-tse, commonly called ¢ Siao-mi’ (small rice), the glutinous millet,
a variety of Panicum miliaceum, as distinguished from Kao-liang (Sorghum
vulgare), the tall millet, used for distilling spirits.
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unique development of the great loess deposit that forms the
characteristic surface of this region, has been exhaustively
described by Richthofen in his monumental work, China. He
there tells how the original mountain outline ot the country has
been obliterated by enormous sub-aerial deposits of dust, swept
across by the winds blowing eastwards from the sandy steppes
of Central Asia. This dust has, in the course of ages, filled up
the valleys, smoothed over the original rugged mountain for-
mation, and deposited upon it a fertile loam many thousand
feet in thickness. The fertility of this loam Richthofen attri-
butes to the secular decay of the grasses with which the land
was covered and which arrested the dust as it swept over them.
As one crop of grass was buried and decayed, so another crop
sprang up on the new surface, the procedure being so uniform
and gradual that there is little trace of horizontal stratification,
but marked vertical cleavage, due to the perpendicularity of
this vegetable growth. The minute vertical hollows left by the
decayed grasses have furnished a porosity to the loam deposit
which has given opportunity for capillary attraction to draw
moisture to the surface, together with a perennial supply of
the salts necessary to agriculture, from the depths below.
Richthofen goes into long arguments, one of the chief being the
constant presence of land snail-shells and the entire absence of
marine fossils, to prove the land origin of the formation ; and
his proofs, at first ardently combated by the older school of
geologists !, have now met with general acceptance. This loess

1 It may be well to state the reasons for a contrary opinion, although I do
not share it myself. Mr. Kingsmill writes: ‘Richthofen’s theory of the
loess is untenable by a geologist who knows the country: it is apparent
that the fertility of the loess is due to its containing a small amount of phos-

hates. The best wheat in China is grown on the impalpable send spread
gy the inundations of the Yellow River over the districts overrun in the
floods after the breach of 1854. The vertical tubes in the loess 1 have
always found pentagonal, a form not appertaining to vegetation.

¢So far from the chief external geological features of China being carved
out of tertiary strata, the enormous antiquity of the superficial geology has
often struck me. The surface of China was in pre-tertiary, or at least eocene
times, carved out into the same main features as at present. The mountain
ranges and the valleys were the same as to-day; the water system, except in
a few localities, very similar. The mountains were however higher and
probably more rugged, and the valleys more abrupt. Some ages then, up
to the waning days of the tertiaries, China was under water, and the surface
sandstones, Laterites, gravels, AND LOESS were laid down in the valleys
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formation, to the eye a level plain with low rugged ridges and
peaks rising out of it, somewhat as the ‘ Nunataks’ rise out
of the vast snow nevés of the Arctic regions, is, as Richthofen
points out, in reality a succession of basins, depressed in the
centre and rising thence imperceptibly to the edges where the
loess ascends the flanks of the steep, rocky mountain ranges
which form the rims of these wide-spread valleys. Each of
these valley-plains constitutes, as a rule, one of the ‘ Hien’ or
counties, into which the province is divided, and in whosg
centre we find usually the fortress-capital of the county, the
‘Hien’ city. Of these Shensi, with an area of 81,000 square
miles, contains seventy-three, and Shansi, with an area of
66,000 square miles, eighty-six; grouped respectively under
seven and nine prefectures or ‘ Fu.’

The rivers, and notably the Yellow River, that drain this
unique loess region are unable to rest on its loose yet compact
surface : hence they have cut down through it to the rock
foundation below, and have left on either hand the vertical
cliffs by which their banks are lined. The roads, or rather cart-
tracks, in this region have produced a like effect on its surface.
According to the varying compactness of the loess in different
places and to the amount of the traffic over it, we find that,
in the course of centuries, the roads, like the rivers, have cut
out ravines with vertical walls of varying depth, their floors
rising and falling and their courses winding through the country
in bewildering perplexity. Along these roads, and out of their
vertical walls, the inhabitants have excavated their dwellings,
—originally simple caves in the loess, now developed into houses
of two and three stories with wooden doors, window frames, and
inside staircases—houses warm in winter and cool in summer

at the expense of the mountain chains. Then, at the dawn of the human
epoch, the ocean waters retreated and the rivers of to-day commenced to
flow. For the most part they followed the old drainage lines, but here and
there were deflected by outbursts of basaltic lava which continued to flow
till late in the Pleistocene. The beds of the modern rivers were for the most
part formed in the low-lying tertiaries, which, however, they have in a few
places cut into deeply. In the higher valleys the gradual erosion of the
tertiary rocks proceeds at a greater rate, but everywhere the tendency is to

ause when the old bed rock is reached, so that the rivers of to-day flow
in the’old channels occupied by their predecessors in cretaceous or eocene
times.
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and marvellously free from damp. When travelling in the
country and at a distance from the few large towns in the region,
the view over the surface of the loess plain shows an unlimited
extent of flat cultivated land, unfenced, houseless, and to the
eye, except when agricultural work is actually in progress,
uninhabited. This desolate-looking country is, however, split
up by cracks and crevices ramifying through it in all directions,
and at the bottom of these crevices, invisible to an observer on
the surface, lie the paths of the roads and the rivers intersecting
it—the life and movement of the region. The loess country,
fertile as it is, being incapable of irrigation by manual labour,
is dependent upon the rainfall for its fertility, and of late years
unhappily this prime necessity has made default. Central
Asian conditions, determined, it is now believed, by the denuda-
tion of the mountains, due to the remorseless destruction of the
forests by successive generations of inhabitants, appear now to
be invading Northern and Western China. Shensi, once the
granary of the empire, has, in recent times, rivalled India in its
disastrous famines, and the whole region north of the ‘ River’
has been suffering from insufficient rainfall. Even Szechuan
on the other side of the water-parting—cloudy Szechuan, where
the sun shines so rarely that the dogs bark when it appears—is
no longer immune from this curse of big continents : indeed, of
late years complaints of drought have come in from all the
eighteen provinces, with the exception only of the tropical
province of Canton.

The province of Shensi, the second on our list, was said,
previous to the recent three years’ drought (1898 to 1900),
to maintain a population of eight millions upon its surface
of 81,000 square miles: the major portion being distributed
along the fertile valley of the Wei, in which stands the capital
Si-an, and again to the south of the Tsing-ling range, in the
valley of the Upper Han. This rich valley, in whose centre
stands the important prefectural city of Hanchung, has for its
southern frontier the crest of the Tapa-shan, which likewise
forms the water-parting between Shensi and Szechuan to the
south. A journey two hundred miles north of this range brings
us to the northern boundary of the province, the ¢ Wan-li-
cheng’ or ¢ Great Wall,” which cuts the province off from the
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Ordos territory of Mongolia and the great bend of the Yellow
River where this latter makes its excursion into the Mongolian
desert, and whence it returns to form the eastern boundary of
the province as it flows in a due south direction, having on
its left bank the neighbouring province of Shansi. Si-an, the
capital of the province, situated to the south of the Wei river in
a fertile plain at the foot of the lofty Tsing-ling, is famed, under
its ancient name of Chang-an, as having been the metropolis
of the empire under two dynasties. From B.C. 206 to A.D. 220,
Chang-an was the capital seat of the glorious dynasty of Han,
and once more, from A.D. 581 to 618, of the short-lived dynasty
of Sui. When, in A.D. 220, the dynasty of Wei succeeded in
North China to that of the Han, it made its seat in the more
ancient capital of the ‘Chou’ dynasty (B.C. 1122-249) in Lo-yang,
sixty miles farther east and just across the Honan border. Upon
the destruction of the Han dynasty and their capital Si-an,
a surviving scion of the house, Liu-pei, escaped across the Tsing-
ling into Szechuan and there founded the contemporary dynasty
known as the ‘Shu Han,” with his capital at Chengtu until,
after a lapse of forty-five years of anarchy, China was once more
united under one dynasty, the Chin. These latter restored the
capital to Lo-yang. Si-an, as we know, was made the capital
by the present Empress Dowager in the winter of 1goo-1, before
her return to Peking in the spring of the latter year: the city is
also noted as the site of the famous Nestorian tablet, an Im-
perial Edict according toleration to the Nestorian missionaries
as far back as A.D. 781 under the dynasty of Tang. The southern
region of Shensi—the smiling valley of the Han, with its chief
city Hanchung — was ravaged by the Taiping rebels during
their northward advance in 1857, but Si-an was saved by the
interposition of the rugged Tsing-ling, which the Taipings never
succeeded in crossing : living, as they did, on the countries they
ravaged, they were ever stopped in their marches when con-
fronted with unfertile mountains. Si-an is said to have been
first founded by Wu Wang, the ‘ Martial Prince,” who overthrew
the vicious last ruler of the ‘Chang’ dynasty, B.C. 1122. Its
old name of Chang«an, or ‘ Continuous peace,” may be said to
have justified its existence from that time on until the destruc-
tion of the Han dynasty in A.D. 220. Of late years Shensi has
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been the scene of terrible Mahometan risings, a succession
of rebellions and their suppressions having devastated the
province, in the seventies, up to the walls of Si-an. These
walls saved Si-an, but in the siege the inhabitants were reduced
to selling human flesh in the streets, and recent travellers
describe the city as presenting scarcely a trace of its former
prosperity. So it is, alas! with half the cities of China at the
present day. The climate of Shensi is dry and salubrious, and
milder and more equable than that of its neighbour, Shansi : the
fertile loess which covers the greater portion of its northern
area is entirely dependent on the rainfall for its fertility ; this
rainfall is very precarious, and of late Shensi has reaped a full
harvest only once in three years, although in ancient times it
was the reputed granary of the empire. The principal crops
are barley, millet, sorghum, and maize ; cotton, hemp, tobacco
(a mild quality much esteemed by smokers of the hubble-bubble
and exported to distant provinces), the ground-nut, and the
opium poppy are also largely cultivated : rice is not grown
north of the Tsing-ling range. Shensi being, after Kansu, the
province most difficult of access of any in the empire, its people,
as might be expected, are extremely ignorant and conservative,
while proud of their ancient traditions as the earliest known
seat and Ursprung of Chinese culture and of the Chinese race
generally. The main interest of the region to-day is in its
unique example of sub-aerial loess, which has been so minutely
described in Richthofen’s great work.

While the largely arid and thinly populated province of
Kansu—which, though containing an area of 260,000 square
miles with ninety-six counties grouped under twenty-one pre-
fectures, has only eight million of inhabitants—is little more to
the Chinese than a fortified road to the ‘ New Dominion,’ as
their possessions in Eastern Turkestan are now styled ; and
Shensi, the next province going eastward, is, as we have seen,
a region of late years impoverished by famine; we have in
Shansi, the third and next province on our list, a country more
ruggedly mountainous, though still interspersed with rich loess
valleys. - On the northern edge of the richest and widest of these
loess valleys, and in the centre of the province, stands its famous
capital city, Taiyuen.



THE NORTHERN BASIN. THE YELLOW RIVER 29

This province of Shansi, with its eleven million inhabitants
to 66,000 square miles of territory, may be said to be virtually
composed of the broken mountains, running south-west and
north-east, which form the buttresses of the Mongolian plateau
where it falls into the plain of Chihli, and from which, viewed
from the plain, they appear to rise abruptly as a wall fencing
in the metropolitan province from incursions of man and nature
on its north-west frontier. These mountains shelter the warm
plains of Chihli from the bitter north-west gales and provide
it with perennial irrigation by their streams. These north-west
gales are a feature throughout the northern and coast provinces
of China, bringing, as they do, the Central Asian climate with
its terrible extremes of heat and cold, for the time being—usually
a three days’ spell—down to the Pacific. The wind is laden
with fine sand, which, in the strong spring gales, is carried far
out to sea, darkening the air and impeding navigation. I have
myself travelled in a steamer compelled by a storm of impalpable
dust to anchor in the Inland Sea of Japan, 500 miles distant
from the coast of China, as though fog-bound. This was in the
month of April. In winter these gales bring severe frosts as
far south as Shanghai, latitude 31°, where, in an exceptionally
severe winter, I have seen the swift tidal Hwang-pu river frozen
out several yards from the shore. In the northern provinces the
rivers are frozen to a thickness of one to two feet, the ice
being full of sand, and this in latitude 39° concurrently with
warm sunshine : in summer these west winds blow equally
from a cloudless sky and produce a corresponding extreme of
heat. The fertile interior valleys of the province of Shansi
need only a regular rainfall to ensure the production of ample
crops : unfortunately the reckless deforestation of the once
thickly wooded mountains has sterilized the rich valleys; the
rains fall, but are immediately carried off with an impetuous
rush to inundate the plains of Chihli in the summer monsoon
season, leaving behind dried-up water-courses during the
remainder of the year. But no recklessness of man has been
able to interfere with nature’s gifts of mineral wealth to this fine
province. The coal and iron of Shansi are not only found side
by side as in the flourishing manufacturing regions of Britain
and North America, but their quality has been famous from
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ancient times, and, although only worked by Chinese primitive
hand methods, the iron competes in price with the cheaply-
smelted, machine-forged ironware of the West, for which there
is here no market. Nothing but the want of roads and civilized
means of intercommunication prevents the development of the
mineral resources of Shansi, and competition in the world’s
markets with the iron of Britain and America. Shansi is, in
short, a second Pennsvlvania : its vast coal measures spread

a Coal
@ lIron

F1G6. 9.—Coal and Iron in China.

over twenty-five degrees of the meridian—from the western
deserts right across the province and thence round, in the ex-
tension of its mountains to the north of the Chihli plain, to the
sea-coast, and again rounding the Chihli Gulf into Manchuria.
These coal and iron strata are said to belong to the old carboni-
ferous formations ; the deposits are inexhaustible ; the coal-
seams reach as much as forty feet in thickness, and lie mostly
undisturbed and are easily worked, resting as they do on a



THE NORTHERN BASIN. THE YELLOW RIVER 31

horizontal limestone foundation and at an altitude of some
three thousand feet above sea-level : hence the coal and iron
of Shansi are in a position to be forwarded for consumption in
the populous wood-bare plains to the south and east, and to the
coast for export, almost by means of their own gravity, as soon
as the needful railroads are constructed. The rivers, dry in
winter and torrents in summer, are, although utilized to their
utmost capacity by the all-patient Chinese boatmen, worthless
for heavy traffic. Shansi is drained north and south by the
classical Fén-ho, which empties into the Yellow River at a point
in its Great North Bend below the gorge of Lungmen—the
Dragon Gate—and about one hundred miles above the junction
of the latter river with the Wei : it traverses the great Taiyuen
loess-plain and washes the walls of the two important prefectural
cities of Fénchow and Pingyang. The mountains of Shansi
culminate in the famous range of the Wu-tai-shan, the ‘Five
Peaks,’ the oldest worshipped of the nine sacred mountains of
the empire: this range stands to the north of the capital,
Taiyuen-fu, and immediately to the south of the Great Wall of
China that protects the province, and farther east, Peking, on
its Mongolian border. Two other notable rivers in Shansi take
their rise in this range ; these are the Hu-to river and the Hun-
ho, which, after cutting their way down through the boundary
ridge of the ¢ western hills,” whose crest forms the dividing line
between Shansi and Chihli, and along which runs a two hundred
miles long inner and southern projection of the Great Wall—
a rampart erected specially to guard the fat Chihli plains from
incursions from the Shansi mountaineers—enter the sea at Taku.
After leaving the mountains, the Hu-to flows east past the im-
portant Chihli city of Chengting, whence it doubles back north
to fall into the Pei-ho, immediately above Tientsin. The Hun-
ho coming from the north-west has a longer course: it enters
the plain immediately west of Peking, and after traversing the
bridge—* twenty-four arches, all of very fine marble, well built
and firmly founded ’ (Marco Polo, ch. xxxv), and as I saw it
this year 19o3—also joins the Pei-ho (North river) just above
Tientsin. The inhabitants of Shansi are a sturdy mountain
folk, well liked by the Europeans settled among them ; but
their province obtained an evil notoriety in the great upheaval
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of 1900 by the terrible massacres of missionaries that took place
in its capital, although the initiative was due to reactionary
officials headed by an exceptionally brutal Manchu governor,
the notorious Yu-hien, who has since been executed under
foreign pressure. There is no doubt a strong fanaticism latent
in the people, due primarily to their ignorance of the out-
side world, but also to the strong militant Buddhist influence
in their midst, stimulated moreover by the existence of the
sacred Wu-tai mountain, whose soaring peaks, rising to a height
of 10,000 to 12,000 feet, attract crowds of pilgrims to their
shrines, rendered supremely holy by their being also the home
of a Gajen or living Buddha. The Buddhist monks feel them-
selves attacked in their main strongholds, and, while droughts
and famines are attributed to the neglect of their altars and to
the contumely cast upon their local protecting deities, the
people will not yield to Christianity without farther struggles,
the more so as they see the new converts—the Catholics more
especially—sheltered under the aegis of extra-territoriality, and
so often able to ride roughshod over their ¢ pagan ’ neighbours
with impunity. However, Shansi, with its vast mineral re-
sources, is now destined to be the field of large ‘foreign’
engineering enterprises, which, judiciously pursued, will have
a calming effect by affording profitable employment to numbers
of the impoverished population.

The province of Shansi (‘west of the mountains’), with an
area of 66,000 square miles, little more than that of England
and Wales, possesses barely one-third of the population of the
latter. Though the soil of the loess-filled valleys which intersect
the mountain ranges that cover the greater portion of the
province is extremely rich in the constituents of vegetable
growth, and only needs a moderate rainfall to produce the
abundant crops of the latitude, chiefly barley, wheat, and millet,
with fruits of excellent quality such as persimmons, pears, dates,
and grapes, yet a large portion of its area is high plateau,
desolated by Central Asian dust-storms, incapable of irrigation
and supporting a population ever on the verge of famine.
When rain does fall, it runs off the deforested slopes like water
off the roof of a house, in deep gullies which are dry again as
soon as the storm is over. The lower plateau of Shansi rises
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from the plain of Honan on its northern border to a height of
3,000 feet, and is composed of the coal formation which underlies
the limestones of the precipitous hills that bound the plain, and
which has made the province famous. The Ho range divides
this plateau again from the Taiyuen plain and the valley of the
Fén: the rocks are here granitic and (so Richthofen tells us)
divide the coal measures, anthracite lying on its eastern side
and bituminous coal on the west. The high plateau north of
Taiyuen rises to 6,000 feet : both plateaux are covered with the
loess deposit and are furrowed by very deep gullies which have
facilitated the opening of adits, on the native method, into the
widely spread coal and iron deposits in the rocks below. A
curiosity of the province is a shallow lake in its south-eastern
corner, eighteen miles long by three broad, surrounded bya high
wall. It adjoins the town of Lungchuen, whose 80,000 inhabi-
tants derive their subsistence from it. - The lake is salt nearly
to saturation, and its waters are evaporated under government
direction and form a valuable constituent in the takings of the
salt gabelle.

The next province, and the fourth on our list, is the metro-
politan province of Chihli, ‘Direct Rule,” which is situated
immediately east of Shansi and between that province and the
sea. Chihli, barring the plainward slopes of the mountains
that hem it in on the west and north—and along the crest of
which the natural boundary of the province is marked out—is
a sandy plain, superficially alluvial, laid down in a shallow sea,
what time the waters of the Chihli Gulf extended inland to the
foot of the Shansi uplands. This onetime arm of the Yellow
Sea, that once covered the present plain and washed the feet of
the Shansi mountains, made an island of the highlands of
Shantung, until the surrounding gulf became gradually converted
into dry land by the detritus deposited in it by the streams
descending from the continental uplands in the west. The land
thus formed is now known as the great plain of Chihli, and is
chiefly famous from the building, near its northern limit, of the
celebrated metropolis of the Chinese Empire—Peking—the
‘Northern Capital.” Peking city is a parallelogram of flat sandy
land, cut four-square to the points of the compass, enclosed by
high walls of brick, those surrounding the Tartar city being sixty
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feet in height and forty feet in thickness, the total enclosed
area measuring about five ‘and a quarter miles north by south
by four miles east by west. The population, prior to the Boxer
destruction of 1900, was estimated at about 500,000 ; it is now
probably not half that number. Peking is a comparatively
modern capital, originally founded by the Liao’ rulers of
Manchuria and Northern Chihli in A.D. 920 and then called
Yen-ching. The ‘ Liao’ were ousted by the ¢ Kin ’ Tartars or
¢ Golden Horde ’ in 1115, and these occupied the site of Peking
under the name of Chung-tu, the ‘central capital,’from A.D. 1115
to 1234, the native Chinese dynasty of Sung having been mean-
while driven south, until they were compelled to accept the
river Yangtse for the northern limit of their empire. The
¢ Kin ’ then gave place to the conquering Mongols, who made it
their capital under the name of Shun-tien-fu, the ‘ City obedient
to Heaven,” which name still exists in the official title of the
prefecture in which the modern city of Peking stands. Its
Mongol name, as Marco Polo tells us, was Kambalu (Khanbalig),
the ‘City of the Khan —the great administrative ruler Kublai
Khan, ever memorable as the constructor of the Grand Canal.
On the driving out of the Mongols in 1341 the Ming made
Nanking their capital, until, summoned north by renewed
Tartar irruptions, in 1368 they removed to Peking, which has
remained the capital ever since, for a period of 535 years without
interruption. Peking, with its broad streets and vast open
spaces, presents a marked contrast to the cities of the south.
It is more Central Asian than Chinese in character : its unpaved
streets are thronged by files of the majestic double-humped
Mongolian camel bringing coal, wool, and other produce into the
city, while passenger locomotion is carried on in the springless
Peking mule-carts. Advantage was taken of the °foreign’
occupation of the cityin 1901 to bring the railways from Tientsin,
connecting with Siberia and Europe, and from Paoting-fu, con-
necting with South China, across the Chinese city and so up to
the walls of the hitherto sacred Tartar city, the necessary
breaches in the walls having been made without imperial con-
sent, but to the great boon of the population. To reach the old
stations outside the walls a journey through five miles of dust
in the dry, and of morass during the rainy season, was formerly
needed.



THE NORTHERN BASIN. THE YELLOW RIVER 35

The wide plain of Chihli is formed principally of marine sands
and gravels mostly covered by alluvial detritus deposited by
the Hun-ho, the ‘muddy river,” and numerous other small
rivers having their sources in the Shansi mountains and in the
ranges buttressing the high Mongolian plateau on the north.
The great Yellow River itself, whose northern arm formerly
entered the sea on the site of the present city of Tientsin, has
also contributed its share : detritus washed down from regions
a thousand miles and more to the west, and of which the fertile
loess, here relegated to the position of a sub-aqueous deposit, is
a main ingredient. This plain, which continues steadily to en-
croach upon the shallow Chihli Gulf, extends from the old Honan
city of Changteh in the south to Peking in the north, a distance
of 120 miles north by south and averaging sixty east and west,
and supports the dense population characteristic of lowlands
everywhere !. This population has overflowed the mountain
barrier that walls in the province of Chihli to the north, passed
the Great Wall and invaded Mongolia. The Tartar hordes that
kept China in a ferment during two millennia, and whose irrup-
tions necessitated the removal of the capital to the extreme
north, have ceased to trouble : their invasions are now returned
by swarms of peaceful agriculturists who are rapidly converting
the nomads’ pastures into productive farm-lands. These agri-
cultural settlements now extend northwards beyond Kalgan
almost to the shores of the salt lake Dalai-nor, Kalgan itself
being an important trading dépét situated on the crest of the
plateau, at the summit of the Nankou Pass, 4,000 feet above
the plain and about forty miles to the north of Peking. The
plain is subject to inundations, and a large part, especially to
the south and along the Shantung border, is traversed by a net-
work of shallow rivers with ill-defined banks, forming extensive
marshes and swamps. The rains in this region do not set in until
the late summer, as the south-west monsoon forces its way north.
It was owing to neglect of this phenomenon that the Taiping

! Looking at a map one might imagine that the great plain of China—
from the Hangchow bay to the Mongolian border—is a homogeneous delta
product ; whereas the true alluvial deposit, commencing south of the old
embouchure of the Yangtse in the Hangchow bay, only extends north to the
border of the Shantung highlands, where the paddy-fields cease. North and
west of these is a recent marine basin, only thinly covered with fertile loam.
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rebels lost the result of their bold advance on the capital in 1856.
With true Chinese insouciance, after their long procession of
victories culminating in the capture of Nanking (the ‘southern
capital’) in 1854, they set out with 300,000 men from Nanking
in June, marched 300 miles across Kiangsu and Shantung
carrying all before them until, entangled in these unending
swamps, and depending as they did on the country for supplies,
and constantly harassed by the brave local militia of the north,
they were unable to extricate themselves from the maze of
marshes and streams, and so perished miserably. An ex-
ceptionally wet season once more came to the rescue of the long-
threatened effete Manchu dynasty. These floods often con-
tinue until the December frosts set in, and do not disappear
until the following dry spring season enables the husbandmen
to get in their crops. The soil, though light and powdery and,
in the long dry season, covered with saline incrustations and
watered from never-failing wells, is by no means unfertile,—even
the wide salt marshes that line the sea-coast being rendered
fairly productive by the aid of the manure which the dense
population produces for its needs. The population of Chihli is
generally estimated at 20,000,000, of which two-thirds are found
in one-third of the area,—the plain just described, and which
measures about 20,000 square miles. The remaining two-
thirds of the total area of 57,000 square miles comprises the
mountains to the west and north, and the cultivated portion of
Mongolia recently added to the official limits of the province.
The inhabitants of Chihli are the most robust in China, due
largely to the predominance of Tartar blood in their veins, in
their height and build contrasting strongly with the smaller-
limbed, more effeminate Chinese of the south. The inhabitants
dwelling to the north of thewater-parting of the Yellow Riverand
Yangtse valleys doubtless owe their markedly superior physique
to their stimulating, cool climate, and their dry-grain diet of
millet-porridge and wheat. They are less quick-witted but, as
the Chinese say, more ‘solid ’ (in the sense of the German word).
In personal bravery they compare equally iavourably, as was
shown in the fighting of 1goo. The testimony of many actors
in that drama goes to show that in physical courage the peasan-
try of Chihli could give points to some of the European troops
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opposed to them. Notably was this shown to be the case in the
sanguinary contests for the possession of Tientsin in June of
that year. Had the Chinese leaders been as good in their
training as the men in theirs, the result would have been
reversed : as it was, the superior leading and organization of
its foreign defenders barely succeeded in saving the European
settlement at Tientsin from capture and extermination.
Tientsin was the key of the situation—as both sides felt—and
had it fallen nothing could have saved Peking at the time, nor
indeed the remainder of the foreign settlements scattered
throughout the empire. At the mouth of the Pei-ho, forty
miles below Tientsin, stands the hamlet of Taku, famous for
its forts which once succeeded
in repulsing a British fleet—
that of Admiral Hope in 1859—
and which have since succumbed
to two attacks, those of the
Anglo-French expedition in 1860
and of the fleets of eight allied
Powers in 1g00. It is also
famous as the site of the first
interview held between Chinese
and British plenipotentiaries,
who met on this spot in the
year 1840. FIG. 10.—Changes in the course of
The alluvial plain of Chihli the Yellow River.

is now fast advancing upon the

shallow gulf named from it : the land now slopes so gradually
into the sea that it is difficult to define the shore-line. Vessels
bound up the Pei-ho to Tientsin have often to lie out as much
as five miles from the coast town of Taku at the mouth, while
waiting for a change of wind to allow more water to enter
the river. In the year 19goo, when assembled for the relief of
Peking, the men-of-war and transports had to lie out in the
Chihli Gulf as far as nine miles off shore, the depth of water at
this distance being only twenty-eight feet at low water ; and so
low is the land that it is invisible from the anchorage. The
Yellow River, which again discharges its muddy waters north of
the Shantung promontory instead of, as it did prior to 1854,
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into the Yellow Sea, is now the main contributor to this rapid
silting up of the gulf. The climate of North China and of
Manchuria is healthy and temperate, not unlike that of Central
Europe, the mean temperature being about the same, although
the extremes of heat and cold are greater than any found in
Europe outside of Russia, and the air, except during the short
rainyseason, is markedlydrier. But totheinhabitantsof thelofty,
wind-swept Mongolian plateau, the fertile and comparatively
sheltered plains of Chihli are a terrestrial paradise, and hence
the peaceful agricultural Chinese have been their constant prey:
the long annals of Chinese history recording one Tartar dynasty
after another seated on the ‘Dragon Throne,” and ruling the
northern provinces—the ancient Chinese patrimony ; while one
dynasty, the Mongol, under Genghis and his successor Kublai,
ruled the whole empire. Subsequently, by their conversion to
Buddhism and under the influence of their Lama priesthood,
the wild Mongols and allied tribes have been tamed into willing
submission to the ‘Son of Heaven,’—the divinely appointed
regent of the whole Far East ; and so the officina gentium is no
longer a Yellow Peril to China nor to the rest of the world. The
real ‘ Peril’ to the peace-loving industrious Chinese race hails
from farther north. The Chihli plain, like all other unirrigated
land, is dependent upon timely rainfall for its fertility : when
this fails, as occasionally happens, the loess or loam, of which
a layer of varying thickness covers the upper or more inland
portions of the plain (the underlying stratum being an
unfertile marine gravel to which the consequently rough, stony
roads have cut down), is blown by the winds in thick clouds
of dust to great distances, and, with dust and sand from
farther west, makes the famous dust-storms of Peking. But
the cause of these persistent dry westerly gales which bring
the dust-storms is difficult to detect. The meteorology of
Eastern Asia is not yet observed as it some day will be,
and still less properly understood. We can understand that
the heated deserts of Central Asia in summer lead to an
immense ascending column of hot air, and so to an inrush
of colder air from the surrounding seas, causing the pheno-
menon of the south-west monsoon—and that a reverse process
in winter leads to the north-east monsoon in the China Sea—
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veering to a north-west monsoon in the Yellow Sea farther
north ; but how to account for the steady westerly gales that
(as in 1900 and in 1903) often prevail day and night, with
but a day or two’s interruption at intervals, throughout the
months of March, April, May, and on into June? The result of
these long-persistent, hot, dry land-winds is not only to render
Peking almost uninhabitable at that season with any comfort,
but so to parch up the country that a view across the western
hills over brown burnt-up grass and the dry parched plain
is one of mid-winter, and, but for the heat, it is hard to realize
that the month is June. On such occasions it is pitiful to
see the winter wheat only sprouting above the ground to
wither and die, and the country people walking round their
fields with bunches of the parched stalks held in their hands
above their heads for Heaven to witness and relent. Spring does
not then begin really before July, when the rains set in and
enable the peasants to plough the land for an autumn crop
of millet, a quick-growing cereal whose prolific yield makes
amends for the loss of the wheat.

The fifth province in the northern region is HONAN, literally
‘south of the river —THE river of the old Chinese—the Yellow
River. Honan has an area of 67,000 square miles and is credited
with a population of 22,000,000. In the west, the province is
mountainous and so sparsely populated. The mountains com-
prise the eastern extension of the Tsing-ling, which runs east
and west to the south of Si-an, the capital of Shensi, and is
prolonged through the western half of Honan, when it loses
itself beneath the alluvial eastern expansion of the province,
after having given rise to two of the ‘ Three rivers’ (the San
Kiang of ancient China)—the Lo and the Hwai, the third
being the Yellow River itself, which traverses the province east
and west, before bending north-east to flow through Shantung
to the sea. Immediately above this point and south of the river
stands the capital, Kaifeng. The ‘Lo’ falls into the Yellow
River not far below the city of Honan-fu, whose southern
walls it washes. The ‘Hwai,’ after traversing the province of
Nganhui to the east, discharges into the ‘Red Lake’ in Kiangsu
and is lost amongst the network of canals and lagoons that cover
the central portion of this province, ultimately draining into
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the Yangtse through the Grand Canal and other semi-artificial
channels to the east of Chinkiang. The western limit of Honan
is coterminous with that of Shansi, where the Yellow River
makes its great rectangular bend from south to east, and so,
leaving Shansi on its-left bank, traverses the Honan plain,—its
upper course forming the boundary between Shansi and Shensi
in the west. It is at this point that stands the ancient fortress
of Tung-kwan, the ‘eastern barrier’ at the gorge where the
Yellow River, after its great sweep to the north, unites with the
Wei from the west. It was not till this strong natural barrier
had been left behind that, in 1900, the Empress Dowager felt
herself safe in her flight from Peking, when she took up her
residence in Si-an, the ancient capital of Shensi, fifty miles
farther west. The eastern border of Honan abuts on four
provinces—Chihli, Shantung, Kiangsu, and Nganhui: the boun-
dary appears to-day an arbitrary one, but it was probably
dictated in ancient times by water-courses and impassable
swamps that have since altered their position. The southern
boundary is formed by the crest of the Hwai range, which shuts
it off from the Yangtse province of Hupeh. This range is now
traversed by the new Hankow-Peking railway, the Pe-han
as it is now called, and which crosses the Yellow River at
Kaifeng-fu, the capital. Kaifeng, under the name of Pien-liang,
was made the capital by the Liu-Sung dynasty, which ascended
the Dragon Throne in A.D. 420. The city, which once stood on
the left bank, now lies twenty miles to the south of the river and
some twenty feet below its level. Constant embanking (to the
neglect of the maxim enunciated in Szechuan by the ‘ Lord of
waters’ and there religiously obeyed), without dredging or
digging out the bottom, has resulted in raising the bed of the
river far above the level of the plain it flows through. Travelling
on the plain advancing to meet it, no one would anticipate
a river in the distance,—rather it looks like a lofty railway
embankment, and the traveller has to climb up a steep ascent
to reach the ferry-boat on the top. Hence a breach in the em-
bankments, such as occurs at frequent intervals, means the
flooding of the plain and the destruction of crops throughout
a vast extent of country, attended with great loss of life. Al-
though the Chinese show marvellous cleverness in closing such
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breaches with no better material than mud and millet-stalks,
yet they cannot prevent sufficient time elapsing meanwhile to
suffer an escape of water which floods the land for hundreds of
miles round, and sometimes takes years to drain off. At the
time of the Manchu invasion in 1644 the embankment was pur-
posely cut through by the Chinese defending Kaifeng in the
interest of the Mings, when 300,000 of its inhabitants are said
to have perished : an heroic measure which was, however,
unsuccessful in arresting the southern progress of the victorious
Manchu. In Kaifeng is still to be found the remnant of the
colony of Jewish merchants established here, under characteristic
Chinese toleration, in the early years of the Sung, nine hundred
years ago. The ancient capital of China, from the commence-
ment of the historic period, say B.cC. 4781, stood in this province,
but in its mountainous western portion, close to the Shensi
border. This ancient capital, known as Lo-yang, was situated
150 milés to the west of the present capital, near the source of
the river Lo . In feudal times, all this region formed part of
the Imperial domain of the ¢ Chow,’ the feudal overlords of
a congeries of semi-independent States, whose internecine
struggles were brought to an end B.c. 221 by Cheng, Prince of
Tsin, the famous ‘ First Emperor,’ the builder of the Great Wall
and destroyer of books, well styled the ‘Napoleon of China.’
The founder of the Han dynasty, who succeeded in ousting the
¢ First Emperor’s’ feeble successor from the throne twenty years
later, removed the capital to Chang-an, the modern Si-an, in
Shensi. Chang-an remained the capital for 230 years, through-
out the reigns of the Western Han, until A.D. 25, upon the acces-

1 Lo-yang is also of interest as the site of the first recorded introduction
of Buddhism into China. Although Sakiamouni taught in India in the
seventh century B.C., yet it was not till about the date of the Christian era
that his doctrines appear to have been heard of in China. Chinese historians
tell us that it was due to a dream of the ‘ Han’ emperor, Mingti, that in
A.D. 65 envoys were sent to the Isles of the West (Ceylon?), whence they
returned to Lo-yang A.D. 67, bringing with them an image of the great
founder, whereupon the doctrine of Sakiamouni was officially accepted in
China; but it was not until A.D. 399 that the celebrated monk, Fa-hien,
set out for India, whence he returned fifteen years later with copies of the
sacred books, but China was then in too distracted a state to profit by them,
it being then in the throes of establishing a new dynasty (the Sung) ; again,
during the flourishing Tang dynasty, the monk Haiian-tsang made a similar
journey, A.D. 628-645.
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sion of the hence-called ‘Eastern Han’ dynasty, Lo-yang was
restored to its old pre-eminence, and remained the capital of
all China until the fall of the Han, A.D. 220. Lo-yang was once
again the capital during the ¢ Eastern Tsin ’ dynasty, A.D. 317
to 419: and lastly, during the period of the famous Tang
dynasty—whose glories lead the Cantonese to this day to style
themselves ‘ men of Tang,’” while in North and in Central China
the inhabitants style themselves ‘ men of Han.” This period,
A.D. 618 to 9oy, closed by the accession of the Sung to power
and the establishment of their new capital 150 miles farther east
at Pien-liang—now known as Kaifeng-fu (A.D. 960-1126). Since
this date Lo-yang has so declined in importance that its site
has disappeared from the map and is only known to students.
Though its birthplace was farther west (probably in the neigh-
bourhood of the present province of Shensi), Honan may be well
considered the nursery of Chinese culture and civilization.
Lying mostly to the south of the thirty-fifth parallel, the climate
is warmer and more temperate than that of the provinces of
Shensi and Shansi to the west and north, being protected from
the bitter north-west gales of winter by the Tai-hang range, on
the borders of Shansi, on the north, and by the lofty Tsing-ling
range of Shensi on the west. Honan produces large quantities
of cotton and hemp, as well as the cereals common to the
latitude. It was this province that gave rise to the old de-
nomination of China as the Chung-hua-ti or ‘ Central Flowery
Land,’ now shortened into Chung-ti or Chung-kwoh, the ¢ Middle
Kingdom.” As Dr. Wells Williams has told us, in his invaluable
work, The Middle Kingdom : ‘ The earliest records of the Black-
haired race refer to this region, and the struggles for dominion
among feudal and imperial armies occurred in its plains.” Its
mineral resources are known to be of great extent; the huge
deposits of coal and iron that characterize the neighbouring
province of Shansi extend unbroken across the Honan border,
but, as elsewhere in China, have long lain undeveloped, the
absence of roads of communication restricting the output to the
needs of the limited local consumption : for the Yellow River,
which borders that province on two sides, is practically un-
navigable ; its shallow waters spread out over a wide bed, and
flow with a rapid current to the sea. Central and Southern
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China, equally deficient in made roads—‘dry ways,” as the
Chinese call them—have their compensation in a magnificent
network of deep navigable rivers and canals : but Honan still
depends for the circulation of its produce largely upon man-
power wheel-barrows driven over unmetalled roads which in
wet weather are practically impassable. Now, at last, however,
a British company, the ‘ Peking Syndicate,” have obtained a
concession to develop its minerals, and are (1903) building a
railway with the view of connecting the mineral regions of the
north and west with the Hankow-Peking trunk line which
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FIG. 11.—Railways in China.

traverses the east of the province. Geographically and his-
torically a northern province, the boundaries of Honan dip far
to the south (lat. 31° 30’), thus embracing the northern portion
of the valley of the Hwali, a river which has its sources in the
northern slope of the Fu-niu-shan, the steep range that divides
Honan from Hupeh, and which may be considered as the eastern
terminus of the great Kwenlun chain of mountains, prolonged
from Northern Tibet across China proper. It was doubtless
with the view of obtaining as a frontier a mountain crest—
that true scientific frontier that prevails throughout the empire,
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down to the divisions of the 1,300 counties of China proper
(and even in the boundaries of private properties), the nearest
water-parting—that the bounds of Honan were pushed, in early
days, as far south as we find them. This nearest water-parting
was first met with in the mountains of the Hwai.

The last of the six provinces on our list—which in themselves

F1G6. 12.—North China. Orographical.

comprise North China, and which may be taken as identical
with old China—is Shantung (‘ east of the mountains’), the home
of ancient Chinese philosophy and its revered expounder Con-
fucius. Jutting out into the Eastern Sea in a high mountain
promontory, the province of Shantung is, with the exception of
the flat land, through which flows the Yellow River along its
north-western border. formed of an involved nexus of granitic
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mountains totally disconnected with the great ranges of the rest
of China, from which it stands separated by the great plain of
Northern Shantung and the valley through which the ‘Grain
Canal’ (Grand Canal) hasbeen cut. The promontory of Shantung
stands out as a big mountainous island from the plain which
separates it from the mountains of Shansi, and which left it
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a true island, what time the plain was not yet deposited and an
arm of the Yellow Sea flowed round behind and so cut it off
from the main continent and what is now the highland of Shansi.
Indeed, Shantung is more immediately connected with the
opposite shores of Corea and Liaotung, the chain of the Miao
islands forming the bridge. This bridge of islets running north
and south from the city of Tengchow in North Shantung to



46 THE FAR EAST

opposite Port Arthur, situated at the southernmost point of the
Liaotung peninsula, divides off the enclosed Chihli Gulf from the
open Yellow Sea to the east and is about sixty miles in length.
From Corean territory the Shantung promontory is distant
100 miles across the bay of Corea, so called, which the pro-
montory bounds on the south, thus dividing the Corea bay
from the Yellow Sea which washes its southern shore.

This noted promontory forms a barrier right in the way of
steamer traffic between the important marts of Shanghai and
Tientsin, and its precipitous shores, being frequently enwrapped
in fog, have been the scene of many naval disasters, one of the
most noted being that of the German gunboat I/¢is in July, 1896,
with a loss of seventy-seven lives. Near the eastern extremity,
and on the Corea bay side, is the port and quondam fortress of
Wei-hai-wei, which after its capture by the Japanese in 1895 was
finally leased by China to Great Britain in 1899 and is now used as
a northern anchorage and sanatorium, and no longer as a forti-
fied naval base. On the opposite shore of the promontory, in
its southern elbow as it were, facing the Yellow Sea, is the fine
bay of Kiaochow, seized by the Germans in 1897, and now by
them being vigorously developed into a great trading port and
railway terminus. Midway in the neck of the peninsula, where
an eastern fork of the delta land of the Yellow River abuts upon
the Lai mountains which go to form the well-known Shantung
promontory, stands the city of Laichow. This city is situated
on the shores of a bight of the Chihli Gulf, at the point of the
southernmost extension of the latter, and so on the northern
coast, almost directly north of Kiaochow, situated on an ana-
logous bight of the YellowSea on the south coast,—the depression
here crossing the peninsula, and through which flows the Kiao-
chow river, being about sixty miles in length. To the east of
Laichow the mountains are composed of Archaean schists, gneiss
and crystalline limestones of probably Laurentian age : and to
the west of horizontal limestones rising into coal measures near
Wei-hien in the prefecture of Tsingchow, whence, by the new
railway, a German company now supplies Tsingtao with coal.
West of these the limestones terminate in a great fault, by which
they are separated from the granitic and gneissose nexus of the
Tai-shan and the mountains of the Shih-men (Stone Gate) range,
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which together compose the mountainous region of Western
Shantung, and which, farther west, subside again into the level
valley of the Yellow River.

The total area of Shantung is 57,800 square miles, feeding
a population of some 25,000,000 souls : the mountainous eastern
half of the province is dry and comparatively barren, and the
population is poor, and so emigrates in large numbers to the more
fertile plains of Chihli and Manchuria, this latter country being
now largely populated by immigrants from Shantung and their
descendants : the western part of the province includes the
great plain traversed by the Yellow River, which here flows in
a direction south-west and north-east, and the Grand Canal, or
the ‘Imperial River’ (Ue-ho, asit is called in Chinese), crossing
the former at right angles. The canal is dug for one hundred
and fifty miles within the boundaries of the province in a direc-
tion north-west by south-east. The wide alluvial area through
which it runs, and which is prolonged uninterruptedly into the
Chihli plains, is extremely productive and supports numerous
cities and marts, among the former being the capital of the
province, Tsi-nan-fu. This city stands on the right bank of the
Yellow River, four miles south of the actual channel, and is
approachable within a short distance by small flat-bottomed
steamers; it is built at the edge of the extreme northern
slope of the famous TAI-sHAN, an isolated range of lofty peaks
distant a day’s journey to the south: but the city through
which the Tai-shan is approached is Tai-an-fu, built at the foot
of the mountain on its south side. This Tai-shan, a northern
outlying range of the mountain mass that fills the western por-
tion of the province, is the oldest sacred mountain of which
Chinese history makes mention: the mention occurs in the
Shu-king, or ‘ Book of History,” where sacrifice to and worship of
Shang-ti, i.e. God (or [?] Supreme Gods ; cf. Dii superi of the
Romans), is recorded as having been offered by the emperor
Chun, B.C. 2255, on the Tai-shan. The ‘ Book of History,’ the
earliest of the nine canonical books of China and believed to
have been edited by Confucius himself, professes to go back to
the mythical Golden Age of Yao and Chun, and to record the
principal events from B.C. 2375 to 627. At this day the preci-
pitous peaks of the range are covered with temples and monas-



48 THE FAR EAST

teries which are the goal of thousands of pilgrims in the spring
season : the peaks rise to 5,000 feet and stand out prominently
from the neighbouring mountains. Shantung is farther pre-
eminently famous for containing within its borders the grave
of the ‘Perfect Sage ’—Confucius—and the home of his succes-
sors, Dukes Kung, who are still living on the same spot, now
for seventy-six generations—the oldest pedigree in existence :
the birthplace and tomb of Mencius, the second sage, are also in
this province. But to European residents in China the province
is chiefly notable as containing the Treaty Port of Chefoo,
situated on the northern shore of the promontory : the main
‘foreign’ trade of the province still centres in Chefoo, and consists
chiefly in the export of straw-braid and pongees, the latter
a strong useful silk stuff woven from the cocoons of the wild
silkworm that feeds on oak-leaves. Chefoo is connected with
the interior of the province by rough mountain-paths over
which pack-mules convey the inland produce to the port; and
it is only to be expected that the new German port of Tsingtao
to the south of the promontory, now happily freed from Chinese
obstruction, and one day nearer Shanghai by steam, will ulti-
mately divert to itself the trade that now has Chefoo for its
outlet. Tsingtao is nearer the consuming districts, besides being
the terminus of the new railway traversing the province. If
Chefoo is not to succumb entirely it must cease to ‘ stand on its
ancient ways,” and promptly form railroad connexions of its own.
So much interest now centres in Tsingtao, and so little is known
about the actual state of things there, that we venture to add an
account written by us after a visit to the port this summer
(1903), a translation of which was published in the principal
German newspapers.

TSINGTAO lies 300 miles north of Shanghai and is a thirty-six
hours’ run for the steamers that now perform the service. The
complete change of soil and climate experienced in this short
interval is very striking ; the rich alluvial plain of the Yangtse
delta is left behind, until its northern boundary is reached in the
arid granite mountains of Shantung. Into these the wide bay
of Kiaochow gives an opening, and at the eastern extremity of
the bay is situated the whilom fishing village of Tsingtao, now,
since 1898, the proud metropolis of Deutsch-China.
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The impression made upon the writer upon approaching
Tsingtao for the first time, was that of a collection of toy houses
set down on a shore of glittering yellow sand : so clean and new,
of red brick and white plaster, and scattered over a considerable
area without any apparent plan, seen from a distance the innu-
merable isolated buildings fail to convey the common idea of
a town with regular streets of continuous houses. Towers at
the corners of buildings with red and white cupolas complete
the illusion, and the lack of traffic in the wide well-kept streets
confirms the idea of a model town capriciously erected at thewave
of a magician’s wand rather than that of an ordinary city whose
growth has adapted itself naturally to the wants of its inhabi-
tants. Such is the impression on approach ; on landing at the
fine jetty run out into the sea, one realizes that the bright new
buildings are really inhabited, although, from the deserted air
of the streets, the inhabitants would appear to be mostly indoors.
A main cause of this apparent absence of population is the lack
of Chinese residents such as swarm in our Treaty Ports and give
life to our settlements, while in Tsingtao the Chinese coolie is
relegated to a special quarter a couple of miles inland, and only
invades the new German city when work or business calls him
there. For German official ‘thoroughness’ is exhibited at
every step in their new possession, and having planned a town
for Europeans they have been careful to maintain the town
purely European by expropriating the original Chinese inhabi-
tants in a most thorough fashion.

Thus the original villages on the site of the new town have
all been pulled down, their ruins being still visible in many
places, the owners having been paid a fair money compensation
besides having new ground allotted to them at a distance, in
which roads and drains have been built at the government
expense and in which sanitary rules are strictly enforced, much
to the disgust, if not to the benefit, of the Chinese ; certainly
the benefit to European residents is indisputable, and one can
but regret that similar enlightened measures were not originally
adopted in Shanghai and Hongkong, and still more markedly
in the neighbouring port and should—%e sanatorium of Chefoo, in
which cities the interests of landowners, largely absentee, and land
speculators have been allowed to set aside those of the general
public, whose health and comfort have been sadly impaired
by their being compelled to live amidst a dense Chinese popu-
lation, brought around them by their own activities. A paternal
government that, unlike our own municipalities, has no land-
owning interests to serve, is thus not without its advantages,

FAR EAST E
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however much it is the fashion to decry, if not to despise,
German officialdom—which appears at its best in Tsingtao—at
least if we may judge by outside results to-day. . . . As a harbour
Tsingtao has the drawback of being open to easterly winds, and,
when these prevail in strength, vessels may lie for days without
being able to discharge their cargoes, owing to the heavy sea
that then rolls into the bay: but this defect is being energetically
remedied by the construction of a large inner artificial harbour,
a short distance higher up the bay and round and behind a pro-
jecting rocky point, in which vessels will lie alongside wharves
and godowns as in a dock at home, and whence the railway
will convey their cargoes direct into the interior of the province.
This railway is destined to connect with the ‘ Lu-han,’ across
the Grand Canal, and so with the interior of China generally.
A similar harbour on a small scale has already been constructed
under the shelter of this point for junks and cargo-boats.
Dredging is being carried on vigorously, a peculiarity of the
Kiaochow bay being that, large as its area is, it is being ever
choked with sand which the short-lived but heavy summer rains
wash down in impetuous torrents from the steep mountains of
friable granite which surround it on all sides : to the mighty work
of these torrential rains are due the jagged picturesque outlines
of the hills, renamed Iltis Gebirge, Prinz Heinrich Gebirge, and
others, which add so greatly to the beauty of the site. Well-
made macadam roads now lead up and over the former range
and are being constructed in the direction of the latter. These,
with the easier graded roads leading into the more level interior,
together with the bright bracing atmosphere, form a great
attraction to the cyclist. . . .

But of all the many works undertaken by the German admi-
nistration during the four short years of the occupation, the
attempt to re-afforest the barren mountains of Shantung islikely
to prove of the greatest benefit to the Chinese ; if only they
were capable of profiting by the example set them ! Dwarf pines,
rarely over three feet in height and spreading laterally for want
of shelter from the gales, already cover the hills in the less
exposed spots ; their Jow growth is due to the Chinese habit of
annually docking the tops for fuel. It remains to be seen how
far the forestry department will succeed in acclimatizing a true
forest growth on these bare slopes. Of course, when the forest
is once there it will in time furnish its own soil, but immense
care and toil is required to make the start. It is interesting to
notice that so far the old indigenous growth, planted by nature,
has decidedly the best of it, especially now that it is religiously
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protected from the rapacious fuel collector. We have ourselves
seen, in other parts of China, promising plantations utterly
destroyed by that all-pervading pest, the small boy, and small
girl too, sent out from home in the morning, to collect, by hook
or by crook, a load of brushwood before evening. It is worth
a journey to Tsingtao for a China resident to enjoy the sight of
trees—small though they be—growing on the hillside unmo-
lested. The administration is very strict; signboards with
the word ‘ Schonung’ surmounted by a black eagle abound.
The new trees—oaks, acacia, horse-chestnut, sterculia, crypto-
meria, paulownia, and others that we saw—were only a few
inches above the soil, and so at present make no show amidst
their ancient predecessors on the ground; but the start has been
made, millions of young trees have been sown and planted, and
in a few years’ time the result will be seen, and youngsters yet
in Shanghai may live to see another Bournemouth in China,
where now is nothing but yellow clay, intercepted by ravines—
the beds of now dry water-courses.

A marked feature in the great work now proceeding at Tsing-
taois the regulating of these water-courses, with a view of holding
back the water and distributing it more evenly over the ground.
With this object a succession of barriers has been carefully built
athwart the course of each torrent from its source to the sea,
beginning with an unsubstantial row of small stones high up
near the source, and ending with solid dams of masonry as the
streams gain in volume and approach the sea. Behind these,
ponds are collected which serve for irrigation, natural and arti-
ficial. It is a most interesting experiment and, based as it is
upon experience gained under similar conditions in other parts
of the world, should prove successful ; in which case it will be
an invaluable object lesson to this empire of floods and drought.
The occupation of Kiaochow seems to us justified by this work
alone, even if it fail to serve the purpose (and there is no reason
to expect it will fail) of promoting trade generally, and of en-
riching the impoverished province of Shantung in particular.

Great expectations were founded upon the connexion of the
Wei-hien coal-fields with the new port, but so far these have
hardly been realized. The reasons given to the writer were :
first, that the German mining company find it more profitable
to sell their coal locally ; second, that the railway has few
coal-trucks : time will doubtless correct both these causes of
short supply in Tsingtao. The quality of the coal too, as
everywhere in Eastern China, is poor—friable, peaty, and
very smoky. The revenue of the colony, drawn from local
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taxation, reached last year a total of half a million marks, the
product of land sales (to bona fide settlers only, who are com-
pelled, subject to forfeiture, to occupy within a limited time)
forming one-third of the amount. The subvention granted by
the Home Government for public works for the year 1903 is
roundly one million dollars. It were to be hoped that our own
government in the neighbouring Crown colony of Wei-hai-wei,
which is naturally a still more favoured site than is Tsingtao,
would take a lesson from the Germans and there, too, cover up
the nakedness of the hills, as has been so successfully done in
Hongkong.

At Tsingtao great results have been achieved in a short time,
and the good taste and practical sense in making ample pro-
vision for future growth, a need generally lost sight of in British
Crown colonies, must strike every visitor to the place. The
architecture of the public buildings is of a high order and agree-
ably varied; it ranges from antique Gothic to the newest
Renaissance. As the vacant spaces fill up, and trade and popu-
lation develop, Tsingtao should become one of the handsomest
cities in the East, and may, as its sanguine residents fondly hope,
and as their energy merits it should, yet become the Hongkong
of the north. .

We thus complete our survey of the northernmost of the three
natural divisions of China proper, and now quit the watershed
of the Yellow River for that of its mighty rival, the Yangtse.
This stream, which flowsin a parallel course south of the dividing
mountain crests, and whose watershed determines the vaster
area of the Yangtse Valley, forms the subject of the chapter that
follows.



CHAPTER 1V
THE MIDDLE BASIN: PART I. THE YANGTSE RIVER

THis middle basin of the Central Kingdom—China—is cor-
rectly defined in the words of a dispatch penned by Sir Claude
Macdonald to the Chinese Foreign Office on February 19,
1898, as ‘The Yangtse region’ and the ‘provinces adjoining
the Yangtse.” A more exact definition is the ¢ Yangtse basin,”as
is the definition of the northern basin we have just described—
the ‘ Basin of the Yellow River.” The boundaries of the Yangtse
basin are the crests of the water-partings that surround the
catchment area, which area, in order to confine ourselves to
the Middle Kingdom proper—the ‘eighteen provinces,’—we bring
to an end in the west at the political frontier of Tibet, cutting
out from our purview that upper part of the basin that lies along
the higher courses of the Yangtse across the frontier. This
limit, as given in modern Chinese maps, in no way corresponds
with the geographical limit, the province of Szechuan ; which
the older maps marked as bounded on its western border by the
Tatung river, and which is the true physiographical and ethno-
graphical limit, the boundary being now made to embrace a
large slice of the Tibetan plateau up to and beyond Batang:
much as Yunnan, since the suppression of the Mahometan
rebellion in 1875, is now made to include Atuntse and the
country west of Tengyueh, nearly up to the walls of Bhamo.

While the northern basin is of the greatest historical interest,
as the early home of the Chinese race and the seat of their
ancient literary activity in its classical period, yet the middle
basin holds the chief modern interest as the richer commercially
and the seat of the endless roll of produce derived from a fertile,
richly watered, sub-tropical region, rendered accessible to out-
side commerce by the finest of the world’s great rivers—the
Yangtse. The valley of the great Yangtse, with its tributaries,
is to China what the valley of the Mississippi and Missouri
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rivers is to North America, or the valley of the Amazon to
South America. In each case it is the heart of a continent as
represented by the valley of its greatest river. In the case of
China, this heart comprises an area of 600,000 square miles in-
habited by 180,000,000 people, and embraces the six large
provinces of Szechuan, Hupeh, Hunan, Kiangsi, Nganhui, and
Kiangsu, besides the northern drainage area of the southern
provinces of Yunnan and Kweichow,—a region extending
roughly between the twenty-sixth and thirty-second parallels of
north latitude and between the ninety-eighth and one hundred
and eighteenth meridians of east longitude.

The striking effect of geographical conditions in the develop-
ment of a people is shown in the long confinement of the Chinese
race to the region north of the Tsing-ling mountains,—the range
that forms the water-parting between the basins of the Yellow
River and the Yangtse. It seems idle to speculate on the
primary origin of the Chinese race, but this we do know, namely,
that they remained stationary during a period of about three
thousand years (say, B.C. 2852 to 202) in this region, cultivating
the fertile bottom lands of the Wei and Yellow rivers and the
open loess country of Shensi, from whose yellow soil the old name
of ‘Yellow Emperor ’—Hwangti—is supposed to be derived.
The loess prairie lay open ready for the plough, while to the south
were lofty mountains covered with impenetrable forest, with
which also the whole Yangtse basin was at that period equally
filled up. It was the continually increasing pressure of Tartar
incursions from the north that probably drove the Chinese to
seek more peaceful homes in the south, and gradually to clear
away the forests that covered the country. Although Chinese
history records fighting with the savages who then occupied
the region, we hear of no long continuous struggles like those
carried on almost uninterruptédly with their northern neigh-
bours. The Chinese were so harassed by these savage irruptions
from Mongolia that they underwent the enormous labour of
building a series of walls and fortresses along their northern
frontiers, culminating in the Great Wall, itself built about 200
B.C., to keep them out. And they were so frequently conquered
in these struggles that they had to submit to a succession of
Tartar dynasties (as now to that of the Manchus) in North
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China, until finally the Mongol dynasty under Kublai ruled the
whole empire, north and south ; the Mongols were driven out
by the Mings in A.D. 1368, whereby an interregnum of Chinese
rule, lasting 276 years, succeeded until the final conquest of
China by the Manchu Tartars was completed in A.D. 1644. The
more manly Tartar element infused into the blood of the inhabi-
tants of North China is shown in the superior physique and
bearing of the northerners as compared with the effeminate,
more purely Chinese inhabitants of the Yangtse region. The
Tartars throughout appear to have fused with the Chinese, and
to have ultimately adopted their civilization with all its features,
good and bad ; then each hardy tribe, one after another, has
succumbed to Chinese luxury, become effete, and so has had to
submit to be driven out by more vigorous successors, until
these in their turn ultimately go the same road. Inthe present
Manchu dynasty we see, thus, how the splendid early emperors,
men of active habits who made royal progresses through their
magnificent acquisition and saw things with their own eyes, have
been succeeded by palace debauchees content to leave the
government in the hands of corrupt favourites. The reigning
Empress Dowager would seem to have incarnated the vigour of
her ancestors of the seventeenth century, but she has fallen upon
troubled times and lacks the knowledge and education necessary
to cope with them.

The southern aborigines of the Yangtse basin in its western
portion seem to have been driven back with little serious oppo-
sition into the mountains of the Tibetan border, much as the
Saxons drove the ancient Britons to take refuge in the Welsh
mountains : in the eastern portion of the basin the Chinese
appear to have intermarried with the natives who were less bar-
barous than those of the west : but this is only conjecture
founded upon the appearance of the present inhabitants of the
region. But the truth is that, taken generally, the inhabitants
of the China of to-day are a wonderfully homogeneous race, quite
as much so as are the inhabitants of modern Europe ; their
habits, customs, manners and deportment being absolutely
identical throughout the ‘ eighteen provinces.” This evidence of
close intermixture is astonishing when one notes the wretchedly
primitive means of intercommunication in parts where water-
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carriage is unavailable ; it must be attributed to the indefati-
gable energy of the travelling merchants, who are found daily
on all the roads, ‘wet’ and ‘dry,’ throughout the empire, and to
the constant interchange of swarms of officials, due to the law
that precludes an official from serving in his native province, and
to the custom of removing an official from his post after a term
of three years or less of service. Orders, only possible under a
despotic government and with a submissive people, to change
their costume to that of their rulers and (notably in Yunnan and
" Szechuan) to adopt the language of the Court have also been
effective in producing this homogeneity, such as the inhabitants
of Hindustan, for example, have never attained to, and such as
Europe is still striving for to-day .

Before we proceed to describe the six separate provinces
which we have taken to compose the Yangtse basin, or, as we
have entitled our chapter, the ¢ Middle Basin,’ it will be well to
fix in the mind the position and character of the great river itself
which forms the axis of the region, and I do not think this can be
better done than by quoting here my sketch of the subject as
printed in the twelfth chapter of my work Through the Yangtse
Gorges :—

The Yangtse river, which is known to the Chinese as the
‘Kiang,’ i.e. ‘ The River,” par excellence, in contradistinction
to the Yellow River, which is called the ‘Ho’ par excellence
(compare German Strom and Fluss), has a course of about 3,000
miles in length. It is unknown to the Chinese as the Yangtse,
which means the river of Yangchow (opposite Chinkiang), an old
district and town of Kiangsu situated nearer the then mouth
than it now is, although this term has been unearthed in some
ancient topographical work. In their maps and in converse
the Chinese call it the Chang-kiang, or ¢ Long River,” up to the
Tungting Lake; the Chuan-ho, or ‘Szechuan River,” between
Ichang and Sui-fu; and the Kin-sha-kiang, or ‘ Gold-sand River,’

! A main and beneficent factor in bringing about the homogeneity of the
inhabitants of China has been their ideographic writing. For, whereas the
phonetic writing of Europe has led to the differentiation of dialects derived
from one original tongue (notably of the Latin ; cf. Italian, French, Spanish,
Portuguese, Roumanian, &c.) becoming crystallized into distinct languages,
the ideographic writing of the Chinese has arrested such differentiation
and led to the innumerable dialects of China becoming welded into one
language universally intelligible.
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above that point. The style ¢ Yangtse’ does well enough,
however, and is now generally accepted, and is in any case a
better term than the French ‘Fleuve bleu,” by which I can
only imagine the early Fathers desired to contrast it carto-
graphically with the Yellow River of the north, for, except in
the depth of winter (the dry season) and then only for a short
time and in its upper reaches, the river is as heavily silt-laden
and as yellow as its older prototype, the ‘Ho.

Starting from its source in the Kwenlun mountains of the high
Tibetan plateau, the Yangtse river first cuts its way through
Eastern Tibet in a south-east direction and, after entering
Szechuan north of Batang, dips downinto Yunnan and then turns
north-east, traversing the whole of China from west to east ; it
may be said to divide the Chinese Empire into two nearly equal
portions, eight provinces being situated on the left bank, with the
same number on the south; two only, Nganhui and Kiangsu, lying
partly on both banks. For two-thirds of this distance it runs
through mountain land in a continuous ravine, the valley being
nowhere wider than the river bed. In the lower portion of its
course, which forms the remaining third of the distance, the
valley widens out, and the stream flows through an alluvial
plain, following generally the southern boundary of the valley
except where it forces its way athwart the limestone range
which forms the division between the provinces of Hupeh and
Kiangsi, above the Treaty Port of Kiukiang, past the vertical
cliffs called Split Hill and Cock’s Head in our English charts,
until it emerges into its delta proper at Kiang-yin, 110 miles
above the mouth of its estuary at Yangtse Cape. The stream
first emerges from the mountains at the Ichang gorge, g6o
nautical miles from its mouth : and some fifty miles below this
point the boulders and gravel of the upper river give place to
banks of soft alluvium, the outline of which varies every season,
notwithstanding the gigantic embankments with which it is
sought to retain the stream in its channel. These begin a short
distance above the great emporium of Shashih, situated in the
midst of the Hupeh plain, eighty-three miles below Ichang.
Here we find the river, at the time of its summer floods, running
with a six-knot current at a level of ten or fifteen feet above that
of the surrounding country, the great